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COLLEGE DAY

O

n 28 July, St Andrew’s Junior College held its
40th College Day. The theme for this year’s
College Day was ‘Glorify Thy Name’. It was a
time to celebrate Saints who had excelled in
their academics and co-curricular activities
and to show the College’s appreciation for our partner
organisations. The occasion was graced by our Guest of
Honour, Professor Alfred Huan, Executive Director for the
Institute of High Performance Computing and Executive
Director for Institute of Materials Research and Engineering,
at the Agency for Science, Technology and Research
(A*STAR).

2017

all had to play our part. The occasion was a memorable
one not only for the prize-winners but also for us, as we
witnessed our hard work come to fruition. Whether as ushers
or backstage helpers, we spared no effort to contribute
to the success of the ceremony after the endless hours of
preparation and rehearsals. We were glad that our work
behind the scenes helped to make College Day a success.
We will continue to strive for excellence, and hope to serve
the College even better at our next event. Up and On!
By Emily Tang Hui Ru (17S17) & Le Hue Man (17S17)
of the 40th Student Council

The College also expressed its gratitude to the teaching
and non-teaching staff for their dedicated service towards
the College, the Parents Support Group for their constant
support towards College’s activities and our partner
organisations for collaborating with the College in various
activities. The occasion ended with a heart-warming
performance by our Saints Chorale and the proud singing
of the College Song led by the Board of Governors and the
Student Councillors.
As Student Councillors, College Day was our first formal act
of service to the College. Despite our nervousness, we were
eager to represent the College well. Even if each individual
Councillor only played a small role in the proceedings, we
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Now at a JC near you:

T

he Cultural Centre was abuzz with
excitement as students found their seats
and speakers rehearsed their lines, filling
the room with an indistinct chatter as
everyone awaited the beginning of the
event. The audience fell into suspenseful silence as the
lights dimmed and a video projected onto the screen.
This was the epic beginning of the inaugural TEDxYouth
at SAJC 2017.
TEDx is an off-shoot of TED, an international non-profit
organisation. Like TED, it seeks to improve awareness
of social issues through holding short talks on these
topics; unlike TED, TEDx is independently organised
by local groups. ‘Chance’ was thus the theme of the
inaugural TEDxYouth at St Andrew’s Junior College. Ten
speakers had assembled, representing a wide range of
perspectives. They comprised St Andrew’s students both
past and present. One notable speaker was Sazzad
Hossain, Chief Executive Officer and founder of the
social enterprise SDI Academy, whose life experiences
as an immigrant inspired him to create the academy.
He spoke about the work of SDI Academy, which aims
to educate migrant workers in the English language to
help them to break the language barrier in their various
occupations, and has since achieved notable success.
Our current students had no less thought-provoking
speeches of their own. An example would be Shannon
Wu, who introduced her take on stereotypes, likening
it to a double-edged sword, being useful at times yet
unfair in many circumstances, urging us to give others
the chance to express themselves before passing
judgement. Another inspiring speaker was Windy
Huang, who shared her experience about how her

opportunity to study in Singapore was only due to taking
a leap of faith to go for an interview, even though she
felt as though the chances of her being accepted were
close to none. In the end, her story taught us that we
should pluck up our courage to seize the opportunities
we stumble upon, not letting them pass us by.
The event was not just all speeches though, with student
speaker Christian James Welly demonstrating the fruit
of years of practice with the yo-yo to start his speech,
and alumnus Leonard Lim, a noted singer, ending the
programme with the Chinese song ‘Regrets’, urging us
to inspire others to seize every opportunity and live life
without regrets. Videos were also screened to offer a
non-Singaporean perspective on the topic, with Brad
Meltzer explaining how we have the ability to change
history and Angela Lee Duckworth arguing that success
is not related to our IQ but to our grit.
This article can give but a fleeting taste of the
afternoon’s programme, as there were many more like
current students Zhu Tian Rui, Stephanus Lim, Wong Jun
Kaih, and alumni Prithvi Gundlapalli and Toh Tai Chong
speaking passionately about their causes. In the end,
we were glad to have had the ‘Chance’ to experience
what we did that day.
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By Jonathan Chew (17A04), Leong Tzi An (17A06) and Joshua Tan (17S20)

TEDxYouth@SAJC 2017

CitizenshipEducation Events
TERM 3

Racial Harmony Day

D

uring the Racial Harmony Day Commemoration
in July 2017, we invited Nadi Singapura to
our College for a traditional percussion
performance. Nadi, which refers to ‘pulse’
or ‘flow of consciousness’ is a newly formed
ensemble made up of young and dynamic musicians who
believe in celebrating the beauty of traditional drums and
percussions. Kompang, rebana, jidur and gendang are some of
the most common Malay drums found in Singapore, and Nadi
Singapura proudly features these drums in their performances
in perfect rhythm and harmony. The students clapped along
to the traditional rhythms of the Malay archipelago as the
musicians sang and danced. The programme, titled ‘Rentak
Akbar’, was truly a feast for the senses. The artistes from
Nadi Singapura also educated students on the cultural and
historical evolution of their instruments. ‘Rentak Akbar’ gave
students a chance to appreciate the diverse cultural threads
that have become entwined to form Singapore society. It also
helped them realise that our cultural diversity is valuable and
worth preserving.
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Minister and
Senior Civil Servant Dialogues

O

n 26 July 2017, the JC2 cohort took
part in a Minister Dialogue session
with Ms Grace Fu, Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth. The following
week, on 2 August 2017, the JC1
students participated in a Senior Civil Servant
Dialogue with Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent
Secretary (Education), Ministry of Education. Through
these sessions, our Saints were able to firmly grasp
the rationale behind policy decisions pertaining to
youth, the arts and education. Many students also
came forward with salient questions which made
for an enriching exchange. The sessions gave our
Saints the opportunity to grow as Holistic Thinkers and
Skilled Communicators.

National Day

T

o commemorate National Day, on 8 Aug 2017, the
JC2s fanned out across the Central Business District
to spread awareness for ‘Giraffes Singapore’, a
campaign organised in partnership with Central
Singapore Community Development Council.
Saints travelled to various locations in town, encouraging
ordinary Singaporeans to go beyond their comfort zones
and to make positive contributions to our society. They also
gathered stories about kind-hearted Singaporeans who had
gone out of their way to do good. The event ended with a
Giraffes Party to honour the contributions of these Giraffe
Heroes. The campaign gave Saints the opportunity to serve
as community builders and to make a positive impact on
Singapore during National Day.

By the Citizenship Education Committee 2017
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T

he St Andrew’s Junior College Sports Carnival,
held this year on 28 July, is a highly anticipated
yearly event. For many, it represented a rare
occasion of putting aside the books for the
sports field, participating in various sporting
events for the pride of our various Houses – Hose, Gomes,
Romanis, Loy Fatt and Venn.

The Saints spirit was palpable on the campus grounds as
the excitement of participants and spectators alike did
not waver even as the carnival drew to a close near noon.
Exuberant cheers roared from the gallery as the Councillors
announced the winning classes for the respective games,
and Hose emerged the overall House champion.
The close of the event was marked by the singing of our
beloved College Hymn, and a proud display of school pride
was heard in the familiar refrain, “One Family Unbroken”.

Against the backdrop of House flags billowing against
the wind and amidst boisterous cheers on the school
field, J1 and J2 classes took part in various sports such as
Basketball, Captain’s Ball, Handball, Netball, Floorball,
Football, Touch Rugby, Tchoukball, Volleyball and Ultimate
Frisbee. While the school has always been known for its
active sports culture, it was particularly heartwarming
watching the entire school, including teachers, competing
enthusiastically in their respective games. Not only were
the games a chance to compete with classes from other
Houses and spark a greater interest in sports, it was also the
perfect opportunity for the strengthening of friendships.

The school would like to thank the Student Councillors,
Sports & Fitness Club and the Parent’s Support Group (PSG)
for their efforts in making the carnival a resounding success,
and a highly memorable event for many.
By Faith Felice Chiam and Sean Joseph Shepherd
(both of 17A05)
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C

ommunity Builder Week 2017, helmed by
the 7th Saints Advocate (VO), was held
from 2 May to 5 May. This year’s theme
of ‘Through Their Lenses’ was aimed
at shedding light on conditions such
as autism, Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder
(ADHD) and dyslexia, as well as fostering a deeper
understanding of individuals who suffer from these
conditions.
In order to better understand the challenges
faced by these individuals, the VO set up a series
of experiential games at our booth at the College’s
Fitness Corner. Our Virtual Reality screening of a
video clip on autism allowed Saints to experience
acutely how people with autism see the world, and

how interactions with others may be daunting. One
of the games also required a participant to solve a
puzzle while being distracted, simulating the myriad
distractions which people with ADHD feel on a daily
basis. The “Inverse Link-the-Dot-Game” put Saints
into the shoes of a dyslexic individual. As the game
required participants to connect the dots of a picture
while looking at the mirror, effectively distorting
their visual perception, it was easier for them to
understand the challenges the dyslexic face in their
efforts to write. Finally, reflection boards were also
set up to allow students to pen their thoughts after
taking part in the daily activities, creating a physical
repository of shared insights.

Additionally, the Service Learning Convention, one
of the highlights of the Community Builder Week,
provided the platform for VO student leaders to
inspire the JC1 Service Learning Representatives to
rise up in their roles of leading their classmates to
serve the community in various ways, especially in
light of Service Learning Day in August.
The VO hopes that the Community Builder Week
succeeded in debunking myths and stereotypes
about individuals with special conditions, and
created an interest in serving others. We hope our
efforts played a part in creating a more inclusive and
compassionate society, starting from our College.
By Visvasruthi Ganesan (16S24)
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T

he St Andrew’s Junior College
Environment Club participated in
various competitions and outreach
programmes in 2017. Our Water
Outreach
Programme
in
March
involved the setting-up of an exhibition booth on the
College grounds to teach students different water
conservation tips. We also organised an exciting
competition where Saints were able to participate in
and win attractive prizes. Fuelled to take the water
conservation message beyond our school grounds,
we conducted surveys with neighbouring residents
at Potong Pasir on their usage habits and shared
with them ways to reduce their amount of wastage.
In April and May, we carried out cleaning efforts at
the Kallang River as a tangible way of keeping our
surrounding environment clean and giving back to
the Potong Pasir community. The Environment Club
also participated in various competitions such as
the Sembcorp Greenwave Competition where we
witnessed first-hand the impact of recycling and

gleaned new ways to conserve the environment
through recycling, reducing wastage and saving
electricity.
We also had the privilege of participating in the
Transport Ambassador Programme (TAP) and
attended the Appointment Ceremony in July. We
will be carrying out the Land Transport Authority (LTA)
programme over the next six months – a meaningful
avenue for our club members to understand the
various transportation systems that the LTA has put
in place to help make Singapore a better place to
live in. We will be partnering with LTA for an outreach
programme at the end of six months to identify
key ways to serve the community through an
environmental project.
We have also been encouraging a culture of
cleanliness within the College compound on an
ongoing basis by implementing the School Classroom
Cleanliness Award. One of the most memorable
highlights of our greening efforts in school was the
tree-planting session we carried out earlier this year.
This point signified the handover of the Environment
Club from the graduating classes to their juniors,
and conveyed the seniors’ hope that the latter may
continue the legacy of environmental conservation.
It is without a doubt that the SAJC Environment Club
will continue serving the College and the community
tirelessly. Up and on!
By Fatin Tharaa Cheng (17A04)
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017 has been an awesome and bountiful year both
for our members and for Malay Language students
in our College. We participated for the first time in
two national competitions, and in both our students
won the top three positions.

In March, a team of three members participated in the National
Junior College Translation Competition, ‘3T’. Led by our Malay
Language student experts, Hadirah Iwani Binte Abdul Razak
(16A06), Mohamad Rahmat Hidayat Bin Mohd Yusoff (16A04)
and Syazwan Bin Sadali (16S12), we finished second against
other colleges like Anglo Chinese School (Independent),
Jurong Junior College and Pioneer Junior College. In May,
a team composed of Hadirah Iwani, Nurhannah Qistina Bte
Roslan (17A02), Noor Sabrina Bte Noor Hisham (16S14) and
Suriyana Bte Abdullah (16S23) showed their fighting spirit and
vocabulary prowess in the Sahibba (a word-based board
game similar to Scrabble) Competition by clinching the third
position against Raffles Institution, Anderson Junior College,
Catholic Junior College and Millennia Institute.
Malay Language student representatives also attended two
external events organised by Innova Junior College (IJC) and
Raffles Institution (RI). Both events provided them valuable
insight and learning experiences which they would not have
gained in the classroom. Entitled ‘‘The Relevance of Identity
Amongst the Youth Today’, IJC’s MLEP (Malay Language
Elective Programme) Lecture gave an overview of the
development of Malay civilisation, the meaning of the Malay
identity and its relevance and significance to the youth of
today. In the RI Youth Forum, students learnt about their role
as youth in a ‘VUCA’ world – a world that is volatile, uncertain,
complex and ambiguous. Imparting an awareness of future
challenges to their audience, the speakers also gave tips on
how people could better navigate through such a future.
All in all, these experiences have helped us to develop
ourselves as Holistic Thinkers even as we honed our skills in the
Malay language and deepened our understanding of the
world we live in.
By Syazwan Bin Sadali (16S12)
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2017

Ultimate

Frisbee 2017

S

aints Ultimate Frisbee sent two teams to participate in the
2017 Inter-Junior College (JC) championship held across 27
and 28 May, namely the junior team, SAJC (B), comprising
the JC1 players, and the senior team, SAJC (A), composed of
the second year players. Both teams trained intensively for this
particular competition since February, and despite the briefness of the
preparation period both performed creditably, with SAJC (B) snagging
the coveted ‘Most Spirited’ Award.
As for our senior team, SAJC (A) was determined to stage a turn-around this year after ending
in 15th position overall at last year’s Inter-JC Competition, and aimed at attaining a ‘Top Four’
position in 2017. Honing their skills, the team represented the College at many other competitions,
earning several notable achievements such as fifth placing for the SG ACTIVE Ultimate Frisbee
tournament (out of 37 participants), and finishing as second overall for the ‘A’ Division 2017. In
the process, SAJC (A) developed single-minded focus on the game, a strong team spirit, great
camaraderie, and made a name for themselves.

Finally, at the Inter-JC Tournament 2017, SAJC (A) put aside examination anxieties during the
Mid-Year exam period to play their hearts out at the Inter-JC Competition 2017. They stormed
past their first-day opponents, traditional rivals CJ Ultimate and NUSH Ultimate with scores of
7 – 1 apiece. The next day, although they convincingly defeated River Valley Ultimate 7 – 3 in
a tough match, they were unable to overcome Raffles Ultimate and had to face off against
highly-regarded Hwa Chong Ultimate for the third/fourth placing match. Emotions ran high as
both teams traded points in what was perhaps the closest match SAJC (A) had
ever played. Despite holding their own for most of the match,
SAJC (A) eventually lost with a score of
3-5, placing fourth for the Inter-JC
Competition 2017 but obtaining their
year-long objective.
More than the memories of their
collective journey, of their joint battle
against the odds, the biggest takeaway
for the teams was the deep bonds forged
and everlasting memories created, which
will forever tie the members of Saints
Ultimate.
Saint’s Ultimate would like to take this opportunity to thank
the following who have been consistently supporting
us: the Teachers-in-charge, Mr Wong Chee Wai and Mr
Benjamin Thong, all past
Saints Ultimate players who came back to help us, as well as
the College for providing us with a conducive place to be
nurtured and to grow. We would like to express our sincerest
gratitude to them for helping us to get so far. Look out for
Saint’s Ultimate at the Inter-JC Competition 2018 – Up and
On!
By Cheng Kei Peng (16A02)
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St Andrew’s Hall celebrates

International Youth Night

I

nternational Youth Night was celebrated with the
purpose of allowing Hall Saints the opportunity
to discover each other’s cultures; especially
since there are students from fifteen countries
(Singapore included) residing at the Hall in 2017.
What was more important was to create an ambience
to emphasise harmony and togetherness amid the
diversity in the Hall.
To foster a more authentic feel, student residents were
informed about the celebration beforehand and were
asked to prepare traditional attire from their respective
countries of origin. On the day of celebration on 9
July, the boys and girls came dressed in their traditional
outfits; all eager to show off their countries’ unique
identities.
After the opening ceremony, our boarders from
Thailand, Vietnam, India, Cambodia, and the
Philippines began the night’s programme by exhibiting
their countries’ national costumes and traditional
foods. They also entertained the audience with song
and dance numbers, including an instrumental piece,
“雨碎江南 (Rain in Jiangnan)” played on the Pipa and
the Chinese Flute.

Other highlights of the night included the performances
by our church guests from Batam, Indonesia, and by
visitors from Falam, Myanmar. They performed traditional
dances and sang beautifully, captivating the student
residents and hostel staff with their melodious tunes.
Rounding off the excitement and festivity, all Hall Saints
were invited to a delicious dinner; specially prepared
to include Singapore favourites like the chicken and
mutton briyani, nyonya kueh-kueh (dessert dishes) and
yummy “bubur cha-cha” (coconut milk dessert soup).
The night’s programme ended amid much phototaking, as the Saints finished International Youth
Night taking selfies and pictures of each other in their
traditional costumes.
By Adam Christopher Chan (Sec 3, St Andrew’s Hall)
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8

th Saints Advocate

T

OSLP 2017

he 8th Saints Advocate embarked on an enriching and memorable Overseas Service
Learning Project (OSLP) trip to Vietnam in June 2017.

Our OSLP focused on serving the community in Phong Thanh, south-western Vietnam,
which included teaching the children simple English and Science lessons, and building two
water storage tanks to provide families with potable water. We also organised a library
event to engage the children in fun activities for learning. Using generous donations from our Saints, we
purchased a television set for screening educational programmes at the village’s community library, as
well as bicycles for volunteers to travel to the more rural parts of the commune.
During our time there, we took the opportunity to attend a seminar on social entrepreneurship, where
various professionals from Vietnam, along with the 8th Saints Advocate, shared their insights on the
social enterprise models in Vietnam and Singapore respectively. Wanting to seize every opportunity to
learn and grow, we also found the time to visit the War Remnants Museum in Ho Chi Minh City, where
we saw exhibits from the first Indochina War and the Vietnam War, and witnessed from the various
pictures and displays the inexpressible horrors of war. It was through this grim experience that we learnt
to appreciate the peace and security in Singapore, something which we often take for granted.
One of the highlights of our trip was working alongside the volunteers from the Non-Governmental
Organisation, ECO-Vietnam Group and interacting closely with the locals. We gained many precious
insights on the diverse needs of the locals and how best to support them. The most precious gift we
received was the close friendships forged amongst ourselves and with the locals. Each of us also grew
through these rich, eye-opening OSLP experiences – they have shaped us to become better servant
leaders.
We would like to thank ECO-Vietnam Group for their collaboration and the Saints family for their generous
donations, without which this trip would not have been so successful or memorable. Up and on!
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By Denise Hong (17A06) and Kieran Hey (17S06)

IOTA TEACHER ADVISORS: Mr. Derrick Tan, Ms Caroline Sin, Ms. Jessica Yim
IOTA bids farewell to Executive Committee 2016/2017…. And welcomes Executive Committee 2017/2018:
Jessica Tan, Joshua Tan, Yuki Koh, Darryl See, Leong Tzi An, Barathi Mohan Bharkavi, Jonathan Chew, Charlotte Lee, Wilmer Chau
IOTA Publications thank the SAJC Photographic Society for their contributions

