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Trip to Philippines 2011

Pre-U Seminar

The select group of Saints who attended the Pre-University
Seminar 2011 from 30 May to 3 June 2011, organised by the
Ministry of Education and Temasek Junior College, had their
eyes delightfully opened to new vistas. The SAJC contingent
researched, rehearsed and re-imagined Singapore while
preparing for the given theme: ‘Re-branding the Red Dot,
Re-imagining the workplace’.
During the three-month preparation phase, detailed
research and interviews with professors from NUS were
conducted to gain perspective on this issue. At the five-day
residential seminar, the Saints took part in several parallel
presentations and panel discussions where they gained
insight on prominent issues affecting the nation today. They
were given the privilege to interact with highly influential
officials such as Mr S Iswaran (Minister, Prime Minister’s Office
& Second Minister for Home Affairs & Trade and Industry), Mr
Heng Swee Keat (Minister for Education), Mr Yam Ah Mee

(Chief Executive Director of The People’s Association) and
Mrs Ann Elizabeth Wee (Senior Fellow, Dept of Social Work,
NUS), to name a few. Apart from matters concerning serious
subjects, the Saints forged bonds with students from the
various educational institutions spanning Singapore while
preparing for an assortment of activities that accentuated
the range of sub-themes (‘Singapore’s icons re-expressed’
and ‘Reconstructing our Vision’).
The Saints would like to express our deepest gratitude to
Ms Kotwani Babita Tekchand, Ms Lee Wanzhen and Ms
Vijyahlutchame Shunmugam for playing key roles in the
success of the presentation. As promised by the Pre-University
Seminar organising committee, the seminar exemplified how
students can gain knowledge in ways impossible within the
boundaries of a conventional classroom and the Saints came
away enriched with clearer perspectives, widened horizons
and newfound friends.
by Sakshi Dovedy (11S10) & Gan Subin (11S06)
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Singapore
Model United Nations
(SMUN)

The Political Science Society of the National University of Singapore
organized its eighth iteration of the Singapore Model United Nations (SMUN)
from 31 May to 3 June 2011, the longest MUN conference conducted in
Singapore. Sixteen privileged Saints took part in this event.
SMUN 2011 simulated the operation of the United Nations through debate
sessions on global issues as discussed in the real world, such as human
rights, currency manipulation, disarmament and nuclear energy. SAJC
was allocated Brazil, Poland, Iceland, Iran, Cambodia and Uzbekistan and
represented major bodies in the UN, and NATO.
In Term 2, delegates commenced their meticulous preparations. Firstly,
each delegate had to make a stand on the issue suiting their allocated
nation’s perspective. Subsequently, there was a mock conference,
which served to train the delegates in their oratorical skills and build their
confidence. Through these intricate processes, the delegates learnt each
other’s strengths and weaknesses, becoming a better team.
At the conference itself, the memorable lobbying and note-passing with
other delegates, involving mind-boggling debates, spanned four days.
While some used charm and candy, others used substantive arguments
to prove their points. At the end of the day, those who pushed their
resolutions through unscathed from the opposition were the ones who had
a balance of both style and substance. For some of us, it was an indication
of how we would perform as diplomats; for others it was a simple test of
interpersonal relations, or a test of verbal and non-verbal skills. For all of
us, it was a memory worth preserving. There was even an awesome night
of dinner and dance, enriched by all the intangible lessons learnt from
similarly passionate and like-minded individuals. With almost all of the
delegates being beginners in the arena, SMUN 2011 gave everyone a
great impression of how enriching MUN conferences can be.
Following SMUN 2011, our delegates will be bringing their new skills to bear
at the Overseas Family School MUN, to be held from 14 to 16 October 2011.
The club has also grown with the inclusion of three more MUN enthusiasts.
The SAJC MUN team would like to express its appreciation of the unceasing
support from our MUN Director, Ms. Charis Lo, who constantly nudged us to
the right track through her invaluable feedback and opened our doors to
more conferences and external MUNs. The club expresses its gratitude to
her and hopes to be able to bring MUN to secondary schools through our
own proposed Saints MUN in our college.
by Collins Jaise Abraham (11S16)
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Student Council Commendation
The 13th of April read like a story out of a classic novel: a group of handpicked students were to be commended in a beautiful
cathedral in their peers’ presence. Saints filled St. Andrew’s Cathedral and as soon as the pipe organ began its solemn notes,
all chatter ceased. The audience watched in awe as the councillors filed dignified into the cathedral, smartly dressed in
blazers and collared blouses.
With Bishop Rennis Poniah officiating, Elizabeth Lee and Made Raditya Pujamurti, respectively President and Vice President
of the 34th Student Council, were inducted. They looked ready to serve and be pillars of strength for the student body. Mdm.
Carolin Wong, current principal of Gan Eng Seng Secondary School and former SAJC student, addressed the attendees; her
speech marked by her charismatic energy and charm.
At the end of commendation, the entire JC1 cohort, along with parents and teachers, sang the College Hymn. This cemented
the fact of the creation of the new generation of students and their leaders. Newly-inducted Student Councillor Kirin Heng,
of 11A08, shared this of the experience: “I’m glad all our hard work paid off. I’m happy to be a Councillor, and I admire the
traditional aspects of this process.”
The 34th Student Council continues to work towards making the days of service ahead both fruitful and memorable.
by Ethel Ng Weilin (11S02)
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Space
Camp 2011

The Stanley Ho Astronomy Foundation Summer Camp 2011
was a space camp held from the 18 to 23 of July in Beijing,
China. Attended by 186 students from six regions, Singapore
sent a total of 39 students from various tertiary institutions to
attend this fun-filled event that serves to spur the interests
of young minds towards space exploration. Two students,
Ma Hao Ming (11S07) and Cody Ong (11S17), represented
our College, and gained vast knowledge on aerospace
technology.

Through the course of the camp, the space campers visited
the Chinese Carrier Rocket Technology Research Institute,
the Chinese Academy of Space Technology and the
Chinese Resource Satellite Application Centre. The vibrant
displays of the rockets, satellites and space-related exhibits
were representative of China’s advanced space program.
Additionally, the campers went to Beijing’s East Highland
Youth Science and Technology Museum where they had the
opportunity to experience some of the interactive rides and
exciting games. Amidst all the fun they had, they attended
interesting and informative lectures on astronomy. They

were conducted by Professor Lee, one of the nineteen top
scientists commissioned by the Prime Minister to execute the
space programme that placed the Chinese astronaut Yang
Liwei into space. Furthermore, they were received by Han
Qide, Vice-Chairman of The National Party Congress at the
Great Hall of the People, a Chinese government building
beside Tiananmen Square.
On top of all that, the space campers had some time set
aside for leisure and entertainment. They had the opportunity
to visit famous Beijing attractions such as the Beijing Olympic
Park, Tiananmen Square, The Great Wall Of China and the
Wang Fu Jing shopping belt.
Both Saints would like to thank Mr Roland Lee for his care
and guidance throughout the space camp, as well as the
Stanley Ho Astronautics Training Foundation for organizing
this immensely successful camp. They not only gained useful
knowledge from the trip, but also new friendship bonds
formed with fellow campers that will serve to remind them of
the beautiful memories they shared.
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Ode to Saints

Netball
One team, one heart, one goal.
Knitted in a circle, hands outstretched
Dozens of encouragements blended together
The whistle goes. And we
Divide, stand guard and conquer
The tri-colored ball disappears. Amidst the adrenaline rush
Shuttling up and down the court. With no room for mistake
A miscalculated throw, leaves a quickened heartbeat
One down, two, three, four down
“Come on girls!” yelled from the bench
And with renewed passion and drive
We banded together to protect
What is rightfully ours
One goal, well-played attacking strategy.
Two goals, a beautiful interception from the defense.
Three goals, a slip! We united and redeemed ourselves.
Tied. Held our breath as the ball tipped out then into the net.
Head tilted towards the net
with the immense pressure building up,
Only to hear a resounding chorus of affirmation.
Breathe in, bend and flick, “chop!”, breathe out.
Alone we fall, together we stand
One team, one heart, one goal.
Netball Teacher IC’s note: At this year’s National Schools Games “A” Division
Netball Championships, our Netball team lost a very well-played semi-finals
match to the eventual “A” Division champions by a narrow 6 points. Our team
ended the “A” Division in 4th place.
by Clarice Yong Hui Min (11S15)
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Track & Field
This year, the SAJC Saints Track and Field team kicked off the season
with the Track and Field Series 2 Championships followed by the
Akira Swift Open, before their main event, the Interschool ‘A’ Division
Championships. This season has seen the team bonding strongly
together during intensive training sessions starting from the December
vacations right up to the Interschool Championships. For the J1s, the
Akira Swift Open was their first competition, and both the boys and girls
did exceptionally well with many attaining top positions in their individual
events. One of the senior boys, Kenneth Koh of 10S20, qualified for the
37th Singapore Junior Athletic Championships 2011 in the 100m boys’
event. The team also had the experience of participating in the SPH
Schools Relay Championship held at Bukit Gombak stadium.
The team, led by Captain Kwek Siong Peng and Vice-Captain Lee
Xinyi of 10A02, qualified for the finals in three events in the ‘A’ Division
Championships, which took place from 13 April to 27 April at Choa Chu
Kang Stadium. The girls team qualified for the finals in the 4x100m A-Girls
Relay event. Amar Harith of 10S20 also qualified for the finals in the 100m
A-Boys event. The boys team clinched the overall fourth position in the
championships in the 4x100m A-Boys relay event clocking in a timing of
00:44.37 seconds. Although there were no medals for the school in the
‘A’ Division Championships, the team is proud to say that most of them
have achieved new personal best timings during the competitions.
This season has seen the team pushing themselves striving to be better,
faster and stronger.
The team would like to extend their gratitude to Coach Hosni and the
teachers-in-charge, Ms Charis Lo and Mr Andrew Tan, for their support
and guidance during this season.
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Student Council

OCIP

On 6 July 2011, the entire 34th Student Council of St. Andrew’s Junior
College embarked on a four-day Overseas CIP trip to Batam. We
were split into three different groups, namely Sincerity, Unity and
Passion, and headed out to different parts of Batam to help the
community there.
We started the first day armed purposefully with a sense of mission
– we traveled to different sites on the island to better understand
what to expect and do when working with the community in our
respective kampongs. It was then that our eyes started to be open
to the living conditions of the locals, which differed so vastly from
the convenient, sheltered and air-conditioned comfort we were so
accustomed to in Singapore.
On the subsequent days of our trip, the three groups were assigned
different tasks according to the needs of the community. We worked
hard and with cheerful zest. Afternoons were spent interacting
with the children and mothers of the local community. We played
simple, hearty games with the children and taught basic hygiene
skills to the mothers. As an entire team, we worked together to build
a garden, clear the drainage system and paint the walls of a school.
On the last day of our trip, we got to enjoy a night of special dance
performances put together by the locals and the NGO, Peduli
Bangsa (Care for Nation). We also watched a video showcasing
the work that NGOs were doing for the community.
Although the duration of the trip was short, the bonds of friendship
forged and memories of this Batam OCIP will be etched in our
hearts for long time to come.
As Mohandas Ghandi once said, “The best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of others” For myself and many of us in the
Council, we could not help but resonate deeply with this sentiment.
By Ethel Ng Weilin
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Saints

Advocate
OCIP

Have you ever felt like there are hundreds of raging questions
inside your head clamouring for answers, yet no one can
answer them? That was how I felt after interviewing Ka Hoi,
the beneficiary of the “House For Hope” project in Vietnam.

smiled, looked me in the eyes, and replied in a language I
do not understand. But later on, I figured out that she said
she appreciated our presence and was very thankful as she
would not be able to do this without our help.

She lives in an approximately 3.5m x 3m house with her two
daughters and one of them needs her complete supervision
as she suffers from albinism. Her husband left her to marry
another woman in another village and thus, she has to work
alone, day and night to support her family.

Previously, in my eyes, and maybe in the eyes of others,
the team from SAJC was just a bunch of excited students
who knew nothing about construction work. However, in her
eyes, that simple act of compassion, done wholeheartedly,
touched and improved her life and that of those around her.

During the interview, I learnt that she has to travel 10km
everyday by foot to work in a coffee plantation. She earns
only than $6 a month and needs to support three persons.
She often chokes because of smoke as her cooking area
was just next to her wooden bed. I found myself questioning
my life in Singapore even while she struggled to live hers.

It is truly as American cultural anthropologist Martha Mead
once noted: “Never doubt that a small group of committed
people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing
that ever has.”
It is our hope that Saints Advocate will inspire the rest of the
SAJC community to a play a part in changing their world.

At the end of the interview I asked her, “What do you think
about the foreigners who come to help you?” She shyly
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by Efrata Puji (11S29) , Vice President - Saints Advocate

SAJC Staff & Student Alumni OCIP
Trip to Philippines 2011

The SAJC Vision, ‘Every Saint a Servant Leader’, was truly
reflected in the teachers who embarked on an OCIP trip
to Caloocan City in Manila, the Philippines, during the
June holidays, 13 – 18 June this year. The team was led
by Mr. Louis Ho and was made up of Mr. Peh Bock Kiat,
Mr. Mike Wang, Miss Yeow Phey Ying, Miss Yap En-Li, Miss
Charis Lee and a group of ex-students.
For the 6-day trip, the team collaborated with Gawad
Kalinga (GK), an organisation initiated in Philippines to
end poverty for Filipinos, by building homes for 5 million
people by 2024. Inspired by GK’s mission and vision, the
team arrived in the village, greeted by a warm welcome
from all the villagers. During the orientation around the
village, the team was shocked to see slums right next to
the completed GK houses.
The next day, work began earnestly. A typical work day
saw the team waking up around 5.30am and starting
construction work at 8am. Work involved sieving and
mixing cement and sand, carrying loads of gravel or
sludge to fill trenches, or levelling the ground to lay the
foundation of the houses. This continued, with breaks inbetween, until 3.30pm.

impart skills like numbering, reciting the alphabets and
folding origami. Games included hopscotch, merrygo-round, and the Chicken Dance. The team also did
some adaptions of inspirational storylines from ‘The Three
Little Pigs’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ In the night they
enjoyed enriching sessions of cultural exchange with the
youths. They drew pictures of the Philippine flag, local
festivals and holidays like ‘All Saints Day’ and ‘Ninoy
Aquino’, and shared their significance with us. Conversely
they learnt of the significance of our Singapore flag and
festivals like the Mooncake Festival and Racial Harmony
Day.
The team had set out on the trip seeking to construct
houses and to learn about GK and their villages, but
returned with much more than that. They returned with
the memories of those villagers and their experiences
with them: the warmth of their host families, the helpful
construction workers and cooks, and the fun-loving
bodyguards.

After that, educational activities were conducted for
the toddlers and kids, categorised into various groups
according to their ages and involved in lessons that

“Despite living in a small room with Charis and my host
family made up of five members, I soon realised their
love for us was more than enough to make me settle
down in absolute comfort. In the Philippines, I led a
simple life as any Filipino does every day – pray, eat,
work, love – and was contented.”
- Miss Yeow Phey Ying

by Ms Charis Lee & Ms Yeow Phey Ying
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Mount Kinabalu
ODAC Trip to

On a Thursday morning in June in the Kinabalu National Park in Sabah, we enthusiastic climbers assembled outside
Timpohon Gate, anticipating the great scale up Asia’s giant: Mount Kinabalu, standing 1600 metres tall with a
trekking distance of 4092 metres. Indeed the short, six-kilometre trek would involve an elevation of about 1600
metres, making it one of the steepest ascents in the world. However, our trek towards camp was ameliorated by
the pristine beauty of the flora and fauna of this UNESCO World Heritage Site. Our group finally arrived at Pedant
Hut, perched above the clouds and just below the rocky outcrops of the summit, where we stayed the night,
preparing for our final ascent towards the summit.
A simple but welcome breakfast fortified us, as we dressed and set off into the pitch dark and biting 6˚C cold
outside. Our headlights did not illuminate much of the route before us and we nervously held onto railings, trees
and rock faces. Not being able to see our immediate environment but knowing that we were perched high up
on some steep, slippery rock outcrop was unnerving. Our breathing became increasingly labored as we climbed
higher. Lethargy weighed on our limbs and we had to stop to rest more frequently. Momentarily, the absurdity of
the endeavor hit home. Why did I choose to torture myself mentally and physically, high up on a mountain in a
foreign land? But the presence and encouragement of fellow climbers prevented me from stopping and turning
around. . It was the challenge that would reveal our mettle and instinctively we wanted to prove to ourselves that
we could rise to the challenge.
Finally, we scrambled up the huge rocks leading up to Low’s Peak. We hunkered down on the exposed peak,
buffeted by the icy wind and quietly took in the silhouettes of neighboring peaks, the rolling mountain ranges
around us and the coastline of Borneo – the ‘Land Below The Wind’ – as the locals call it, as we awaited sunrise.
At 6.30a.m, golden rays burst from the horizon. In the light, seeing the path we had taken and the natural beauty
of the surroundings, I felt both a sense of accomplishment and humility. Through the sheer effort of climbing up
the summit, I came to know a little more about my own limits and capacities. At the same time, I was awed and
humbled by the beauty of our natural world. In such moments, one’s ordinary cares and preoccupations recede,
and one catches a glimpse into one’s place in the great scheme of things.
by Bong Xin Ying (11A03)
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Barcelona Fieldtrip
The JC1 Geography students were given the opportunity to widen our horizons by visiting the magnificent
city of Barcelona from 5th to 14th June this year. What struck us immediately was how elements of modernity
and traditionalism are able to co-exist so beautifully in Spain. Despite the economic development of the
country over the years, Spain is still able to retain much of the iconic architecture of the past and its Old
World charm. As avid Geography students intrigued by the juxtaposition of the old vs the new in urban
landscapes, we evaluated the effectiveness and sustainability of policies implemented (such as adaptive
reusing) in conserving the historical features of the land. We also studied the government’s efforts on rural
regeneration as we walked down the streets of the notorious inner district El Raval, known by many for its
bustling nightlife and rampant crime.
Nature also presented itself in the most wondrous forms during our environmental study trips. We make
our way to limestone cave stretching hundred of meters deep within the mountains, waded across river
channels with gushing rapids, trod through a rainforest that grew in a swamp covered with plutonic rocks
and ashes, stood at the foot of a 400 meters tall cliff formed as a result of lava flow and river erosion, and
even made our way down into the crater of a dominant volcano!
Apart from the many opportunities for fieldwork, the group had the chance to immerse ourselves in the
Spanish culture with a night of delectable Spanish cuisine (there was even rabbit stew!) and highly intense
Flamenco dances. Visits to the renowned Sagrada Familia and Casa Batllo were made as we were held
in awe of the legendary Antonio Gaudi’s brilliance and ingenuity in architecture and design. Of course, a
great deal of shopping was done along the colouful street of La Rambla which, besides the many shops and
stalls, was filled with living statues ranging from Victorians to fire-breathing dragons!
For most of us, this trip was an eye-opener as it was our first trip to a distant and exotic European city away
from home in Singapore. The beauty of large-scale tectonic landforms and the European experience made
the trip a wholly enjoyable and unforgettable one.
by Chen Guochang (11A02)

page 11

Geography
URA

30 May 2011 marked the start of a once-in-a-lifetime
experience for a privileged group of 8 JC1 H2 Geography
students - Jordan, Hui Huang, Qian Ying, Jeremy, Yao
Tian, Trini, Wei Jie, and I, as we participated in a 5-day
competition organized by the Urban Redevelopment
Authority (URA) of Singapore.
The “Challenge for the Urban and Built Environment”
(CUBE) is a competition targeted at youths with a keen
interest in architecture or simply a passion about the environment that
they live in. Participants were required to ‘think out of the box’ and
come up with refreshing ideas on how to ‘spice’ up a given area without
compromising on the various economic activities already in existence and
also the potential for further growth in their designated area.
Have you ever allowed your imagination to wander to the extent that
designs of buildings began to challenge the restrictions posed by nature
itself? Well, that was exactly what we novice architects were doing
throughout our 5 days at the URA – to come up with unconventional designs
for buildings which, in our opinion, were worthy of giving Lady Gaga a
run for her money if she were an architect. With our vision as our driving
force; to see parts of our beloved little red dot undergo a metamorphosis
(from drab to fab) and to become vibrant and spectacular in every way
possible, we remained resilient as Saints and strived for excellence. The end
result was without a doubt worth our blood, sweat and tears as we proudly
presented our ideas to the extinguished panel of judges comprising of the
heads of several government agencies, well-known architects, and our
fellow comrades on the last day of the competition.
Under the great guidance of our Geography tutor Miss Daphne Seow and
our group facilitator, Miss Aileen Koh, we were enlightened of the hidden
secrets of our designated area which encompassed the foot of Fort Canning
Hill to part of the Singapore River. After numerous brainstorming and ‘postmortem’ sessions, we resolved to use food as our universal language to
help blend the traditional and modern aspects of our designated area
into one through a food trail. All the constructive criticism we received
from the judges throughout CUBE 2011 not only helped enrich our project
and ideas, but also helped us grasp how impermanence is permanent in
the world of architecture. Similarly to how change is the only constant, our
designs were constantly evolving. Our blood, sweat and tears paid
off when we finally emerged 2nd in this national competition,
with a cash prize of $2000! I am sure we will cherish the flood of
memories and lessons that we have learnt in this competition for
many years to come.
CUBE 2011 is certainly a competition like no other and has enabled
us to view Fort Canning from different perspectives and essentially,
taught us how to communicate effectively within a team and the
importance of appreciating our differences be it in terms of our
capabilities, talents or even flaws.
by Sara Tan (11A03)

Competition

Me and My Local

Friend Day

As the roller coaster crept up the tracks, trepidation engulfed
me, but fear quickly transformed into ecstasy as soon as the
roller coaster descended at what seemed to be the speed of
light. I could not help but relate this ride to my own scholarship
journey, starting when I first accepted my scholarship back in
October 2007. I experienced a severe bout of cold feet and
was apprehensive about the journey ahead. Four years later,
I am now a Saint enjoying what should be a turbulent period
of my life and loving every moment of it.
On 10 August 2011, SAJC organised the ‘Me and My Local
Friend Day’ for the scholars to foster stronger bonds with their
Singaporean hosts. We gathered in front of the magnificent
Universal Studios Globe, there being hardly any distinction
between the foreigners and locals – a proof of how our
College had already successfully integrated the foreign
students into the Saints family. Concerns such as tolerance
or mutual respect did not appear to be a spurious front; we
were genuinely practicing such values without conscious
thought.
Universal Studios served a catalytic purpose in fostering new
bonds of friendship. As we waited in line for the various rides,
we were introduced to different friends and had a fun time.
Old bonds that were left unmaintained were rejuvenated
and, I discovered to my pleasant surprise, unexpected ties

with unexpected people. I could not help but notice that
despite Universal Studios being a tourist site, our group was
among the most multi-national group there. We took the trip
as a brief moment of respite from our studies and thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to unwind and relax. Unlike in school
where our sole entertainment was lunch together with the
occasional joke or two, we were now genuinely having a
“shiok” moment of our lives.
Yet lunch was far from our minds as we entertained ourselves
on the “Mummy Returns”, attempting to create hilarious
photo poses; and “Monster Rock” pleasantly surprised
us with a rendition of “Nobody” and a brief Chinese
ballad. “Waterworld” far exceeded our expectations
with its explosions, stunts, tight choreography and soaking
experience. Some of us even bumped into a rookie K-pop
group and were amused by the girls screaming after them.
Despite the rain in the afternoon, our spirits were not
dampened in the least. The event ended on a high note and
we left not only with precious memories but also with stronger
friendships and a much more relaxed state of mind, perfect
for our studies ahead. We would like to thank the College
for its support of this event, and our Singaporean friends who
made our time in Singapore so precious and wonderful.
by Toh Wei Liang (10A05)
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Saints Festival

Parents of Saints onboard!
As part of the college’s partnership with the parents of our students, an enthusiastic group of 20 to 30 parents participated
in the Saints Festival on Saturday, 23 July 2011 by setting up six stalls to sell food and other items to students and visitors. The
Saints Festival was an exciting day of homecoming and gathering for the Saints of SAJC. It was a festival to bring together
past, present and prospective Saints, as well as their family members, in a fun and closely-knit environment.
Items sold by parents included satay, ice cream, Myanmar noodles and BBQ chicken wings. To lend her support, our Principal
Mrs Lee Bee Yann joined the parents in serving ice-cream to students. Besides the generous financial contributions by other
parents, this supportive group of parents raised a considerable sum of money for the benefit of the SAJC student body.
Significantly, the parents had a thoroughly enjoyable and meaningful time partnering the college staff to serve the St.
Andrew’s community and beyond.
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Former Saint emerges as

Top

Entrepreneur
Saints have done it again!
Anjney Midha, a Saint from the graduated class of 09A05, and our very own former President of IOTA Publications, was
recently honoured with the title of ‘Top Intern’ at MyCube’s Digital Life Academy. He was chosen amongst 33 interns from 19
countries, from an original pool of over 15,000 candidates in more than 100 countries.
The Digital Life Academy is a summer internship program where participants spend six weeks in the My Cube office in
Singapore to receive training in product development, project management, company formation, fundraising, marketing,
and more. They also attended talks by speakers from Google, Yahoo, and Microsoft, as well as received hands-on experience
in developing new business ideas. This inaugural internship program is a marketing effort by MyCube, a startup that endeavors
to build the “world’s first Social Exchange” which allows users to own, control, and monetize their digital data.
Besides the usual spending allowance of S$3,000 along with goodies like free housing and free plane tickets, this former Saint
– currently an undergraduate at Stanford University pursuing a degree in Computer Science and Economics -- also won an
additional S$10,000 to kickstart his entrepreneurial ambitions. He plans to use this sum of money to set up his own Internet
social enterprise.
With fond memories of his alma mater, Anjney has this to says, “Winning the award has been a real encouragement,
especially since this was the first time I had the chance to work on technology and web entrepreneurship. The experience
was challenging, and the prize has definitely given me the confidence to seek out higher targets. Ultimately, it was many
of the skills that St. Andrew’s gave me that helped me work alongside peers from around the world! The ideal of servant
leadership has stayed with me even after leaving the college, and helped me bridge the barriers of age, language, skills
and personalities at the Academy. I’m hoping to use the prize money to set up a social enterprise in the field of education- a
platform that will allow teachers and students to easily learn and keep up with world news and current affairs. Students at
SAJC are some of the luckiest in the world. I would like to urge the juniors to reach out to the amazingly supportive teachers at
the College to achieve even their most far-fetched dreams. From late nights at the cafe benches to entire weekends spent
working on competition entries, the teachers at SAJC never said ‘no’ to me or my friends when it came to demands on their
time. You have two years in a community that believes in you, use it!”
Indeed, once a Saint, always a Saint. The Saints Family is proud of you, Anjney! Up and On!
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