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SAJC Alumni: Reﬂections of a Former Saint

JC1 ORIENTATION
A

sense of pride resonated in all of us as the familiar ‘Baba
Yetu’ heralded the start of Orientation 2012: ‘Vestige’.
‘Vestige’ was the chosen theme for the orientation as it
signiﬁed the hope we had for all the J1s, that even after
orientation ended, the school spirit and pride that the
orientation had instilled in them would remain and be passed
on to future generations.
‘Vestige’ was held over a span of seven days, with the J1s
spending their ﬁrst four days in Orientation Groups (OGs) and
the last three days in their Civics Groups (CGs). It is also the
ﬁrst time that Orientation Facilitators were invited to help
in the execution of the orientation, signifying a greater link
between the Student Councillors and the student body.
‘Vestige’ followed a tribal theme and the ﬁve tribes were
Setezia, Aklova, Ibara, Nakuario and Tatoga, their initials
spelling out ‘SAINT’, a name that now uniﬁes the J1s as one
big Saints family.
Other than the usual ice-breakers, station games, wet
games and stage games, there was a new dimension to
the orientation - the telematch - where mass games that
involved the entire cohort were carried out at the school
ﬁeld. There was also the competitive and thrilling amazing
race at Sentosa, where each OG was engaged in different

exciting activities in preparation for the ﬁnal showdown at
Tanjong Beach. In addition, a Scavenger Hunt, which aimed
to create lasting memories within each CG, was held around
Singapore.
Amidst the games and subject talks, were skits by our
very own Tribal Chieftains, as well as performances by the
performing arts groups. The tribal skits allowed our Saints to
display the cheers they had learned, and ﬁlled them with a
sense of belonging to their respective tribes, and ultimately
the school, because the skit advocated the true sense of
“One Family Unbroken”.
As with most years, the highlight of orientation was the
legendary mass dances. Witnessing each Saint groove to the
mass dances with youthful exuberance was a sight not to
be missed! Clear favourites were ‘Forget You’ and the wellloved ‘Shake It,’ which has been passed down from each
generation of Saints. Orientation 2012 was an unforgettable
and heartwarming one for the new cohort of Saints as
cheers, school hymns and school songs continued to echo
in the corridors long after orientation had ended. ‘Vestige’
certainly lived up to its aim of leaving an indelible mark on
every Saint.
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By Pamela Yeh 11S21 & Seet Kai Li 11A05

RELEASE OF ‘A’ LEVEL RESULTS 2012

L

ong before 2.30pm the atmosphere was charged with tension as the ﬁrst waves
of our expectant seniors gathered at the Hall. They seemed to have the same
look etched on their face. “Study hard or you’ll regret it.” One of them, Ray from
10S11, told IOTA, “Worrying won’t change anything. Now all we can do is to go
ahead, get our results, and move on from there. I believe we all did our best, so
whatever results we get now will show the hard work we put in for the last two
years.” As more ﬁled in, however, the excitement of reunion seemed to replace
much of the earlier tension. Expressions were still of worry and concern, but without
the earlier tautness, as friends caught up with each other and comforted each
other in their mutual circumstances.
Then the news was announced, and we were overjoyed that SAJC had achieved
excellent results with 41.2% students clinching over 80 rank points.
Interviewing one of SAJC’s top students, Muhammad Adam of 10S20, who
achieved an impressive full 90 rank points, provided us with invaluable advice for
our own road ahead. Being a Student Councillor holding the position of Assistant
Head of Functions, Adam had to juggle his studies, council duties, and his H3
subject demands. When asked whether he could share any tips, all Adam had to
say was, “Just listen in lectures and do your homework; that is the most basic thing
you can do.” Adam also advised us to always prioritise what is most important at
that point in time and to always listen to our teachers, as “they know what we
should and should not do”.
Zachary Foo of 10S19, also with a perfect score of 90 rank points, provided us with
a motivational story which touched our hearts and needless to say, reinforced the
idea that nothing is impossible. Zachary had scraped through his PSLE, shattering
his dreams of entering a better secondary school. He barely made it into SAJC, if
not for afﬁliation with SAS. Scoring a mere 25 rank points for his JC2 MSA1, Zachary
had all but given up on achieving good results.
However, a half-hour talk with the Deputy Principal and his parents brought him to
his senses and he ﬁnally met his own expectations this year. According to him, “it all
boils down to hard work.” Never reject any help offered to you, and never go for
consultations without the desire to learn something,” Zachary advised.
Interviews with many other top scorers showed a common pattern. Frequently
expressed ideas were ‘surreal’, ‘elated’ and ‘unexpected’, but they could also
now happily move on with their lives, going on to the university courses they had
been aiming for all this time. All of the top scorers also thanked their teachers
and friends for their support and encouragement throughout their JC lives, without
whom, they say, they would never have been able to get this far.
A common piece of advice given by all interviewees was the need to persevere
and study smart. “Tough times don’t last, just get through this, and the future is
yours,” said Darren Hedger of 10S20. All the seniors reminded us of the need to play
hard, but study harder, and our hard work will deﬁnitely pay off.
When asked for some parting words, one student, Me of 10S19, gave us a very
inspirational quote, saying “When you go to SA, you’ll never feel like an outsider. Even
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though you may be a foreigner, you’ll
feel at home, you’ll feel welcome.”
Witnessing the Saints Spirit in action
during the GCE A-level examinations
results release, we truly felt like a part
of the Saints family. Days ahead might
be tough, but tough times don’t last,
and in the end, it will be us who will be
reaping the beneﬁts. The civics tutor of
10S15 had this to tell us: Consistent work
is the most important thing. Aim for
average Cs for BT1 and average Bs for
BT2, then As & Bs for prelims, then you‘ll
have the foundation built up, and you’ll
be ready for the A levels.”
So, after being inspired by our seniors,
we’ll bet everyone is ready and geared
up for our own upcoming A-Levels. IOTA
would like to congratulate the batch of
2010-2011 for their achievements, and
wish the current batch of 2011-2012 a
good year ahead. Up and On, Saints!
By Syeda Mahera (11S28) IOTA Vice-President
& Cho Yik-Lam (11S13) IOTA Editor-in-Chief

T

his year’s theme for Friendship Week took inspiration from a song by
Lady Antebellum, “Never Alone.” It was a reminder to all of us that
no matter how difﬁcult the road was, or how weary we were with the
hectic school year, there would always be friends to support us and
help us overcome the challenges that we face.
During the three days of Friendship Week, which spanned from 13 to
15 February, Saints were encouraged to show appreciation to their
friends, teachers and family members. Within the SAJC community, the
Student Council sold balloons and roses and ran a DJ booth for song
dedications, while the SAJC Photographic Society gave students the
opportunity to capture their memories in SAJC with the sale of Polaroid
pictures. It was indeed heartwarming to see many Saints eagerly
dedicating songs and taking the time to pen down encouraging notes
to their friends on the message board.
In addition, Friendship Week provided students with platforms to
interact and build relationships. On Valentine’s Day, movie screenings
of ‘Real Steel’ and ‘The Lion King’ were held at the Student Lounge,
allowing Saints to take a break from the hustle and bustle of school and
spend a leisurely and enjoyable afternoon with their friends. The week
ended with the annual Senior-Junior Picnic, where we, as seniors, ﬁnally
had a chance to meet our dear juniors. Games and conversations over
delicious food helped overcome the initial awkwardness and the picnic
ended with the seniors and juniors dancing ‘Shake It’ as one family.
It was certainly a special week in SAJC to see colourful balloons ﬂoating
in the air, familiar songs being played over the sound-system, and the
many small ways in which the Saints encouraged and sent well-wishes
to their friends and teachers. Indeed, in the Saints family, we are ‘never
alone’.

Friendship Week
May your tears come from laughing
You ﬁnd friends worth having
With every year passing
They mean more than gold
May you win but stay humble
Smile more than grumble
And know when you stumble
You’re never alone
Never alone, never alone
I’ll be in every beat of your heart
When you face the unknown
Wherever you ﬂy, this isn’t goodbye
My love will follow you, stay with you, baby
You’re never alone.
Never Alone – LadyAntebellum
By Maria Melissa (11S20)
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Saints Eureka!
O

n 17th February 2012, the JC1 students took to the College Track
for our annual SAJC “Saints Eureka!” Organised by the Science
Department and with the theme “Angry Balls”, inspired by the popular
video game “Angry Birds”, this year’s Eureka challenge tasked the JC1
cohort to construct catapults that would project tennis balls the furthest,
based on kinematics.
All of the effort spent putting together their catapults in previous day
paid off on the morning of the challenge. The entire Science faculty as
well as the facilitators were immensely impressed with the ingenuity and
complexity of some of the designs. Some classes tried their luck with
a trebuchet-inspired device, while others opted for the ballista design,
and tried to achieve a precise launch angle of 45 degrees so as to get
the maximum theoretical range. The results were varied: some classes
failed to launch at all, while most managed to attain 20 metres, and

some even exceeded this distance by a good
margin. There were classes whose catapults were
not strong enough and were damaged after a
few shots. Nevertheless, some of these engines
still achieved respectable distances, proving that
quality of projection mattered more than weight
of ﬁre in this competition. To everyone’s surprise,
an Arts class, 12A07, produced a remarkably
sophisticated catapult working on stored elastic
energy, which shot a projectile nearly 60 metres!
It was indeed a commendable effort by the JC1s
to not only have conceptualised their designs,
but to have also built their respective catapults
within such a short period of time. And although
the event lasted for only an hour, it was certainly
an enriching experience for both the Arts and
Science classes, as building such contraptions
proved to be a novel experience for everyone.
Overall, it was a gratifying experience to have
been part of “Saints Eureka!” where we got to
witness ﬁrst-hand the enthralling and fruitful results
of the determination and hard work put in by
our fellow Saints. Their keen enthusiasm was truly
inspirational. All in all, “Saints Eureka!” 2012 has
truly lived up to its intention – a morning of fun
and laughter, all in the name of Science!
By Anmol Jain, Pinak Shikhare & Khong Jin Sun (11S18)

Stewards of the Environment in 2011

2

011 was a memorable and exciting year for SAJC environment club. Many major events
such as Green Wave, Clean and Green week and National Environment Agency (NEA)
exhibition on the 3R (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) were carried out that year. It was in
conjunction with the focus of NEA in 2011, which was to promote recycling.
Our ﬁrst major event was Green Wave in May 2011. In this event, more than 40 Saints joined
hand in hand, including Mrs Quek and the whole class of 11S18, in contributing to the
world’s effort to plant more trees. This was a global event where more than 100 countries
participated in this event from Asia, across Europe to America, creating an imaginary
‘green wave’ around the world. We planted 3 trees: two Gmelina arborea (Gamhar, White
Teak) and one Rapanea porteriana (kicar-kicar) between Block G and H.
In July, SAJC was privileged to become the only JC that hosted the NEA ﬂagship exhibition
on recycling. The exhibition showed Singapore’s effort to make our environment as clean
and as green as possible, from the 1960s to now. We also hosted groups of students from
secondary and primary schools who visited the exhibition. Some of the Saints also became
the guides. Undoubtedly, this was an enriching exhibition for them.
The last signiﬁcant event of the year was the Clean and Green week. In this event, we
showcased our ‘Green Window’ project, sponsored by Nokia. In the exhibition, we also
promoted recycling of mobile phones as mobile phones contained a lot of harmful and
non-biodegradable materials such as mercury, lead and plastic.
Through 2011, the SAJC Environment club has grown not only on the scale of the events
but also the depth of the event. Besides that, the club has played a more signiﬁcant role
in the school especially in raising awareness regarding recycling among our students. We
are also excited to face 2012 where we intend to raise more awareness about recycling,
especially the recycling of tetra-pak and even spectacles, on top of the usual paper, can
and bottles. In addition, we will carry on with the Green Wave project on a larger scale, so
that more Saints can play a part in this event!
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THIMUN 2012
“W

elkom aan boord”, said the Dutch ﬂight attendant as
we began an exhilarating journey to the Netherlands.
After a thirteen-hour ﬂight that saw us in Amsterdam Schiphol
Airport before dawn, nine of us seemed all set and ready to
embrace an experience of a lifetime - for some, it was a most
cultural, cosmopolitan, adventure; for others, what stood out
was the cold and frost.
Seven delegates from St Andrew’s Junior College,
accompanied by SAJC’s MUN Director Ms. Charis Lo and
Mr. Tamilselvan, were earlier selected to attend the most
prestigious of high school Model United Nations - The Hague
International Model United Nations (THIMUN) 2012 held in
Den Haag. THIMUN is one of the oldest simulations of the
United Nations. Through a conference attended by about
4000 young high school students, the organisation aims to
bring different views on the same stage and make them
collide, collude and combine until balance or compromise
is reached. Through this process, delegates learn about
varying perspectives, argue political viewpoints that they
themselves may or may not subscribe to, and understand
the world through a more mature lens – it is a unique
instructional process that has few real rivals. What makes
THIMUN in turn stand out from other MUNs is its proximity to
real-life international affairs, with the International Court of
Justice, the Arbitration Court and various other international
bodies located right in the city of Den Haag. Also, it attracts
a student pool from all over the world: different nationalities,
races, religions and even personality types.
The St Andrew’s team was given the task of simulating
representation of the Human Rights Watch, an NGO,
something that we had not tried in our previous MUNs in
Singapore. We were spread across committees, namely the

General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and
the United Nations Human Rights Committee. Five days of
fruitful debate, learning many things along the way as well
as getting to know scores of delegates from other countries,
highlighted how enriching the experience was for all of us.
During our free time we toured around Holland, accompanied
by what seemed to us the best two tour guides of all time.
We were introduced to a clearer view of the Netherlands
as well as a deeper insight into Europe. Trying exotic food,
shopping for souvenirs, appreciating European architecture
and snapping pictures wherever we went, we enjoyed the
trip both as delegates and as tourists.
We are extremely thankful to our teachers Ms. Charis Lo and
Mr. Tamilselvan for making this experience an unforgettable
one for each of us. We are also grateful to the school
administration for supporting us in extending the reach of
our MUN club globally. We also thank the school, staff and
students, for the encouragement given before and through
the conference.
By Collins Jaise Abraham (11S16), IOTA President

NTUMUN 2012
O

ur school delegation of around 30 students took part in the Nanyang Technological University Model
United Nations (NTUMUN) over the weekend from 10-12 February 2012. As a ﬁrst-timer myself, I was anxious about the
conference at the start as I was given the task of representing Germany in the General Assembly, covering the thorny topic
of food security. However, much to my own surprise and relief, the conference turned out to be both intellectually stimulating
and fun. As the conference was made up of top delegates from all over Asia, we were able to engage people from different
cultures and even form deep friendships with them. One of the more memorable encounters was on the second day of the
conference when we worked on resolving a ‘crisis’ involving North Korea. In good spirits, one of the Chairs acted as Kim Jong
Un, which made the whole assembly burst into laughter on many occasions. The conference was an exhilirating and eyeopening experience and I strongly urge the juniors to join next year.
By Antony Karukapally 11S18
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Staff

T

he name Gawad Kalinga may be an unfamiliar one for
many, but deﬁnitely not for those in the SAJC OCIP Alumni.
From 5 to 11 December 2011, a team of ten SAJC staffmembers and ex-students embarked on an unforgettable
journey to Caloocan City, Manila, Philippines, in collaboration
with Gawad Kalinga, an organisation aimed at ending
poverty for 5 million families in the Philippines by 2024. This is
the second SAJC OCIP trip to GK SM, one of the communities
beneﬁting from Gawad Kalinga’s programme, since the
previous trip in June 2011.
Returning to the same village allowed the team to witness the
transformation that has been made within the community.
We saw for ourselves how the houses that the June 2011
team built have already become comfortable homes for
several beneﬁciaries of Gawad Kalinga.
During those six short days, the team assisted the villagers in
building an underground water canal for the community.
Construction work involved carrying buckets of gravel and
sand, sieving and mixing cement.

In the afternoons, the team conducted various educational
programmes to teach the children various skills, such
as English, proper oral hygiene practices, the basics of
human anatomy and origami-folding. In the evenings, the
team enjoyed interacting with the youths through cultural
exchanges. For instance, the youths shared with us the history
of the Philippines and GK SM, while we also shared about the
history of Singapore and prepared local Singaporean food
such as bak kut teh and nasi lemak for them.
While the team had intended to make a positive difference
in the lives of the villagers at GK SM, the people of GK SM
had in their turn touched us and left an indelible impact.
They taught us the essence of sharing and caring for others,
as our host families, who welcomed us into their homes and
lives, demonstrated. They amply upheld Gawad Kalinga’s
philosophy – that this movement is not just about building
homes, but more so about building communities and
relationships.
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By Wong Minqi, Saints Alumni, Class of 2007

OCIP TRIPS
Vietnam OCIP

O

n the 26th of November, a group of SAJC students travelled to Gia Bac, a small Vietnamese
village on a mountain. The village was a refreshing change from the modern metropolis
that was Singapore. Instead of highways and high-rise buildings, Gia Bac had well-worn dirt
roads and small houses made of zinc and bamboo. The pace of life in the village was slow,
a welcome change from the hectic lifestyles of Singaporean students. It was here that we
stayed for the next eleven days.
During our short stay in Gia Bac, we helped to perform several tasks. We worked on building
a library using natural materials, such as mud, straw and bamboo. We would mix mud and
straw to form the walls, while the bamboo was weaved into large panels to be mounted as
windows. We also constructed a kitchen, and helped pluck coffee beans for a local farmer.
English-teaching through games and activities increased our interaction with the secondary
school students in the village.
Throughout the eleven days we spent in the village, we learnt a lot from both the villagers and
ourselves. We learnt that one’s ﬁnancial status does not determine happiness. As simple farmers,
the villagers displayed such contentment with their lives that is rarely seen in Singaporeans.
The lesson for us truly lent meaning to the saying, “Money can’t buy you happiness”. From
each other, we learnt that everyone is different, that we all have our individual strengths and
weaknesses. To achieve the synergy required for success, we put aside our differences and
discovered each other’s strengths. This paved the way for closer bonds among the team.
The trip tested both our physical and mental limits, enabling us to grow as individuals and as a
team. Despite the difﬁculties we faced when we were in Gia Bac, we managed to overcome
them. As the bus inched away from the village on our last day, we could not help but wonder:
would we rather have our materialistically pleasurable but so complicated urban lives back
home, or this comfortingly simple yet happy life?
By Gabriel Sng Zhen Wen 11S03

Cambodia OCIP

2

9th November 2011 marked the start of the challenge for
the 24-strong OCIP Team to Siem Reap, Cambodia. We
were all ready to venture out of our pampered Singapore
lifestyles, which had all our needs and wants satisﬁed, into
a foreign one with drastically different living conditions, to
explore another aspect of life.
Helping to build the library involved transporting massive
amounts of soil, rocks and cement, but the heart-warming
smiles from the locals told us that the hardship was well
worth. The construction of four water pumps started from
scratch; but with just basic tools and a ﬂat piece of land,
we bestowed clean water upon the villagers, who would
otherwise need to travel long distances just to get water
daily. Drilling 20 metres of piping into the hard ground was
back-breaking work, but the sight of water gushing out at
the end of the day was satisfying and made us boundlessly
happy.
We interacted with the local students successfully through
English lessons despite the language barrier, which proved
a minor obstacle as the locals could witness our sincerity to
communicate with them. We hoped that both our lessons
and the library would further facilitate the learning of English
and stimulate their interest in English. We believe that English
could help the Cambodian children get a better life in future,
and we were thus motivated and driven to do our very best
for them.

The experience of working with the locals was enriching – we
were amazed by the simple yet happy life that they lived
and enchanted by the pure innocence of the children. The
life-long lessons acquired from this trip have indeed reshaped
our perspective and values for the better, further broadening
our horizons.
The experience in Cambodia had us realise that the different
living conditions does not mean that we Singaporeans are
much different from the locals, just that we were born in
different places at the same time. When we ﬁrst set foot onto
the soil of Cambodia, we were unsure of our own motivations,
but towards the end, we were united in our resolve to help
the Cambodians.
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By Jonathan Chua Wei Bao 11S14

Batam OCIP

T

he Batam OCIP experience was truly inspirational. The
week before the initial trip date in December, we were
all raring to go after weeks of preparation, however, our
anticipation quickly turned into disappointment when it was
announced that our trip was cancelled, due to a strike that
was occurring in Batam. We could only accept this harsh
reality, and settle for local CIP.
Weeks later, the teachers told us that the trip was back on,
and it was set for the ﬁrst week of January. Our excitement
returned in full force. We eagerly left Harbourfront Ferry
Terminal early on a bright January 4th 2012. In Batam, we
were put up at a hostel that belonged to Peduli Bangsa,
the organisation we were working with. We are extremely
grateful to the staff of Peduli Bangsa for taking care of us and
providing us with great accommodation and meals.
Once we were settled in, we began the hour-long ride to
the slum area. The Indonesian villagers gave us a hearty
welcome, and the children had all gathered at one central
area, and listened attentively to our introductions. The
children participated actively in our games, and left us
wanting to spend more time with them. Following that, we
started preparing the ground, levelling it so that we could
start building the community hall.
We spent the next few days conducting English programmes
for the children and building the community hall. In addition,
we also learnt more about the villagers. Listening to them
share their stories certainly tugged at our heartstrings, and it
made us reﬂect on ourselves. Even though we were not able
to spend a lot of time with them, the villagers really warmed
to us. We would deﬁnitely miss interacting with the children.
We ended our last night in Batam on a high note, with an
appreciation dinner-cum-performance for the staff at Peduli
Bangsa. The next day, we departed, with heavy hearts.
All in all, the ﬁve-day-four-night OCIP trip to Batam was an
eye-opener. In addition to gaining new experience from
teaching the children and the construction, it also made
us realise how thankful we were for everything that we are
blessed with in Singapore.
By Bernice Lim Ruiyi 11S13
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CCA Reflections:

Track & Field
T

he St Andrew’s Track and Field team of 2011 comprised
only 11 members, united by the same love for running.
Having such a small team really bonded us tightly while
working with our dear coach, Mr Muhammad Hosni
Muhamad, to strive for perfection. With the ultimate goal
being the National Inter-Schools Championships, the team
had been training very hard, be it in the gym, on the track
or at the sandy beaches of Sentosa. And while most other
sports CCAs were busy with pre-season training and friendly
matches, the track and ﬁeld team had already taken part
in 3 competitions.

CCA Reflections:

Netball

The ﬁrst of these competitions was the Singapore Athletics
Association (SAA) All-Comers, Series 1, held at scenic Bukit
Gombak Stadium on the 14th of January 2012. This also
happened to be the 18th birthday of our treasurer Ng Hong
Hui. Being his virgin race at the inter-school level, it was
probably the most nervous but memorable birthday ever.

ONE TEAM
The Netball Girls took part in the SAJC Netball Training
Camp in December 2011. Prior to the camp, some of
us had played Netball together before, but most were
new to each other. The camp gave everyone a chance
to know each other as teammates as we became
acquainted with each other’s personalities, including
the little quirks and idiosyncrasies that eventually formed
the closely-knit dynamics of the team. Our seniors from
previous batches also made the effort to return as a
combined “old girls” team for a match, exemplifying our
college’s famous slogan, “Once a Saint, Always a Saint.”

The following 2 competitions, the SAA Series 2 and 3, saw
more of our St Andrew’s Track team members running their
hearts out despite having sustained several injuries. Many of
us found the experience here to be exhilarating as we relied
on the adrenalin and sheer willpower to carry us through
the races. Witnessing and competing with other schools’
athletes also allowed the team to better appreciate the art
and form of running in a race, where biomechanics and
psychology meet on the track.
Athletes from many institutes use the platform of the Series
1, 2 and 3 to push their limits, test the waters and size up
their competitors in preparation for other competitions,
like the National Inter-Schools Championships. We were no
different, and while training for the championships, we also
had the privilege of seeing top national sprinters such as
Calvin Kang and SEA Games 100m silver medalist Gary Yeo
in their top form, gaining much inspiration from them as we
prepare for our competitions.

ONE HEART
As we started to know each other better during the camp,
we progressed from teammates to friends. This friendship
was continually forged and strengthened as we trained
together for the National Schools ‘A’ Division Netball
Championships. As the saying goes, “a team is only as
strong as its weakest member,” we drew closer as a team
when we discovered each other’s strengths and played
to them. Over time, we became accustomed to sharing
each other’s burdens and anxieties, and eventually also
the joys of our collective achievements.

ONE GOAL
Today, we work hard together to fulﬁll our shared aspirations
for the National Schools Netball Championships. We
continue to spur each other on under the tutelage of
our coach and teachers-in-charge. As the SAJC Netball
team, are determined to leave our mark, to write our
own, distinct chapter of SAJC history.

Although our team currently has only 3 members with
experience on the national circuit, we remain undeterred
as we ﬁx our eyes ﬁrmly on the National Inter-School
Championships while training hard for other upcoming
competitions, such as the Singapore Press Holdings (SPH)
Schools Relays and the AKIRA-Swift athletics meet.

Long after we might have misplaced any medal or award
we can win, we will always remember with fondness and
pride our time as an SAJC Netballer, a time when we
shared One Team, One Heart, One Goal, a time when
we were a part of TEAM SAJC.

While we hope to push 2 ﬁnalists into the relay events
and a few more individual ﬁnalists into other segments,
the team remains humble and grounded. Win or lose, we
the St Andrew’s Track and Field team compete to forge
friendships, build character and to push both our physical
and mental limits. For the sheer joy of running, the glory of
sport, and the love for our college and Team SAJC, we run.

The Netball team wishes our fellow Saints in TEAM SAJC
the very best in the upcoming ‘A’ Division season.

Up and On.
By Goh Jie Ren (11S13)

By Deborah Chia Kai Ning (11A07)
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19 Kiwi Cup
th

T

he St Andrew’s Rugby Team participated in the annual Kiwi Cup on the 13th of January
2012. For many of the team members, the passion for the game started before they
had ever stepped foot on the rugby pitch. To some, it was the thundeorus cheering from
the spectator stands that left an indelible impression on them. For me, it was the sheer
sight of watching two opposing teams, both with a keen love of the sport, and playing for
the glory of their respective schools, that made me want to be a part of this long-standing
rugby tradition.
Before we were given the opportunity to represent the college in Kiwi Cup 2012, the team
had to undergo numerous rigorous selection tests followed by a series of gruelling training
and ﬁtness sessions. Once we were chosen, we trained tirelessly to improve ourselves and
perfect our moves in order to not disappoint our predecessors who had paved the way
and experienced so many triumphs before us. More importantly, we wanted to clinch a
spectacular victory to commenmorate St Andrew’s 150th Anniversary.
In the end, we did not disappoint. The team members wore expressions of sheer jubilation
as the ﬁnal whistle was sounded, as the St Andrew’s Rugby Team ended the game on a
victorious 9-8 score against Rafﬂes Institution. For many of us knowing that we had played
a part in this awesome legacy and were able to don the Blue and White jersey on the
pitch to represent the St Andrew’s family was a memory that we would carry with a smile
for many years to come. Up and On!

By Toh Kiat Seng, 11S07
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TALENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Trip to UK
I

n December 2011, I went with 21 other students from the Talent Development Programme and 3 teachers to the United
Kingdom for an exchange programme with Gumley House Convent School. Although I have been to London before,
the trip with my friends and schoolmates was an entirely different experience. Being on a school trip required one to be
more responsible, having to take care of oneself as well as looking out for those around you – a moment of independence
which I enjoyed tremendously. I found London to be somewhat similar to Singapore in terms of its vibrant diversity and
teeming crowds. However, London’s richness of culture was remarkable, with a highly established arts scene, awe-inspiring
architecture and many magniﬁcent museums.
Our time at Gumley was an eye-opening experience as I realised that many were unaware of how Singaporeans were
proﬁcient in English as a ﬁrst language. In the eyes of the locals, we were always seen as simply an Asian country, overshadowed
by China’s strong presence. Yet, this made me feel even prouder of the fact that I am Singaporean and belonging to a
prosperous and thriving young nation. We were also given an opportunity to showcase Singapore’s unique culture in a series
of performances and this deepened the understanding between the students of the different schools and promoted a
greater appreciation of cultural differences between us.
At Gumley, the classroom environment was more forthcoming and enthusiastic than what we were used to – seeing all the
girls eagerly raising their hands to answer questions or read aloud was quite a sight to behold. Such a scene surprised many
of us for it is far less common in Singapore, as students tended to be more reserved and tentative, shying away from asking
the ‘wrong’ questions. The teachers showed us a new, enthusiastic side to learning by actively engaging us, creating an
atmosphere where questions were encouraged and a palpable eagerness for knowledge could be observed. Such an
openness forged an easy rapport between teachers and students, and it was in this culture of spontaneous class participation
and mutual exchange of ideas that many of us thrived. I was thankful for this illuminating experience where I experienced
how much fruitful it was to ask questions and criticise the answers, rather than memorising answers formulaically. It was a
page out of a living chapter on true education, and it is such a vibrant and dynamic learning environment which Singapore
classrooms would do well to learn from. All in all, this was an experience that will be etched in my mind in years to come.
By Sarah Ng Lin Si 11A08
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props that had been used over the years. We also had the
delightful opportunity of watching the Comedy of Errors and
experiencing afresh the clever wit and humour in the play.
During our stay in London, we visited a total of six museums,
which enriched our perspectives on the different perceptions
and views of women and how they have evolved. Museums
such as the Victoria & Albert Museum and the National
Gallery in particular, displayed statues and paintings
depicting women in various roles from the most conventional
and mundane to the lofty – as objects of male fantasies, as
child-bearers, and even as heroes and saints. This was a
stark contrast to the empowered and individualistic women
today, many whose portraits adorn the walls of the National
Portrait Gallery.

LITERATURE ENRICHMENT

Trip to London
27th Nov – 6th Dec 2011

T

wenty-one students and three teachers visited London
for a 10-day Literature Enrichment Trip. The trip was aimed
at widening students’ understanding of literature through
museum visits where art and exhibitions were used to inspire a
greater understanding of the literary presentations of women
and war. We also participated in workshops on Shakespeare
and creative writing, watched a wide variety of plays, took
literary walks, visited places of cultural signiﬁcance and took
part in many more activities, all of which enhanced their
experience and enjoyment of Literature.
“What does this oxymoron mean?” “How is war being
presented here?” “What is Shakespeare trying to say?”

London Literarily was a treat to the senses as we took in the
famous sights of the city, including the Tower of London,
Big Ben and Buckingham Palace. We even spent a day as
exchange students in a local school, Gumley House Convent
School. We toured Cambridge and visited many of the
famous colleges located in this historic university town, and
also spent a memorable night with SAJC Alumni studying in
London. There, our seniors offered us invaluable advice us on
our upcoming ‘A’ levels and shared with us their experiences
studying overseas.
London Literarily 2011 was indeed an eye-opening experience
for me, and I wish to thank Miss K, Ms Noelle Soh and Mr Kee
Soon Leong for making this trip such an unforgettable one.

These were some of the questions that gnawed at me
throughout the year as I studied Literature. When the
opportunity arose to visit the literary sites of London, I knew
that London Literarily 2011 would be the best way to help
answer them.
Before setting off to London, I set out to achieve 3 goals.
Firstly, I wished to understand more about war so that I could
appreciate and critically analyse unseen war poems for the
Literature syllabus better. Secondly, I wanted to know more
about Shakespeare, arguably the greatest writer in the English
language. Lastly, I wanted to uncover the perceptions and
roles of women in the past.
The trip was a success as all my three targets were met.
On Day 2 of London Literarily, we visited the Imperial War
Museum. The museum housed life-sized replicas of war
machines used in World War I and II, and its exhibitions
displayed stunning artifacts donated by relatives of soldiers
who fought during these wars. Quotes by survivors of these
wars were displayed throughout the museum and in the
exhibitions, and these gave me deeper insight into the
feelings and experiences of soldiers at war. The visit to the
museum truly broadened my perspective on war and its
harrowing effects.
On Day 3 of the trip, we visited the famous Globe Theatre
which was designed by Shakespeare’s very own drama
company. The theatre, which was an exact reproduction
of the Elizabethan theatre, stood on the very same
site during Shakespeare’s time. It has staged countless
Shakespearean plays and even housed an exhibition
explaining in detail Shakespeare’s magniﬁcent history and
literary contributions. We saw with our very own eyes the
plays personally handwritten by Shakespeare, as well as the
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By Patricia Wong, 11A04

Saints’ Advocates

Two students from Saints Advocates share their experiences in community work.

CAREGIVING WELFARE ASSOCATION

GAWAD KALINGA

One of the most fruitful experiences I had as a Saints Advocate was
gleaned through my work attachment at the Caregiving Welfare
Association.

My work attachment was held
at Gawad Kalinga (GK), an,
organisation that served to
bring the poor out of poverty.
Although GK focused mainly
on the Philippines, it is now
growing in its reach to include
other neighbouring developing
nations. I got to work with Shruti,
a fellow Saint Advocate, and
Rina, a full- time worker at the
ofﬁce.

Caregiving
Welfare
Association,
otherwise known as CWA, is a voluntary
welfare organisation with a special
focus on the elderly.
CWA has
expanded its scope and emphasis on
direct eldercare services to help seniors
age better, while continuing to support
responsible
and
knowledgeable
caregivers.
CWA provides 3 main services: Elderly Healthcare Assistance,
Welfare and Social Support, as well as Education and Awareness.
As part of the Welfare and Social Support programme, a day-care
centre was set up for seniors to engage in meaningful social activities
including therapeutic programmes and recreational sessions, such
as handicraft-making sessions. My role was to make the elderly at
the day-care centre feel welcomed, as well as to lead some of the
handicraft sessions.
This was the very ﬁrst handicraft I learnt at the
centre! Handmade swiss rolls using simply towels,
ribbons and tape.
This was also the very ﬁrst time I had to lead in a
handicraft session. I was nervous and worried at
the start, and was plagued with many questions.
What if the elderly could not understand what
I am trying to teach? What if they were not
interested in what I am teaching? Yet, to my
surprise, the elderly found the swiss rolls novel
and attractive, and picked up the skill with much
dexterity! In the end, we had to end the session
early as we ran out of materials to make the swiss rolls due to the
enthusiastic response of the elderly.
We also taught the elderly the more intricate
task of making earrings! This was one of the
handicraft sessions I enjoyed the most. Even
though it was quite difﬁcult bending the wire,
getting the crystals in place and piecing the
whole earrings together, the elderly were able
to experience a great sense of accomplishment
at the end!
Can you believe that these ﬂowers were actually
handmade by the elderly at the centre? All they
used were scrap plastic bags and copper wires!
This is how the ﬂowers looked like as a ﬁnished
product.
This bear is also hand sewn by the elderly at the
centre!
So..... where do all these
handicrafts go?
They are ﬁnally put on
sale at street sale events
held by CWA themselves!
Eventually, all these money earned would go back to the elderly at
the centre through social and welfare programmes.
My experiences at CWA increased my conﬁdence in engaging the
elderly and helping them lead more interesting and eventful lives. If
given a chance, I would deﬁnitely go back to CWA to help again.
By Yun Lu (11A02)
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During the ﬁve days of the work
attachment, half the time was set
aside for the planning of our task force
fundraising project, which we would
carry out when school reopened.
Shruti and I would discuss, brainstorm
ideas, and do the various planning for
the successful execution of our project.
During the course of my work
attachment, I was most impacted
by the cause of the organisation and
the passion that the full-time workers
had for their work. At the heart of the
organisation was a love for people and
a devotion to serving others.
The central lesson that Rina instilled in
us was to not focus on the execution
of fundraising or how much we should
raise. Rather than focus on the money,
she reminded us that we should focus
on creating a sustained awareness
of poverty, so that people would
be drawn to their cause and help
needy people in such a plight. It was
a humbling lesson as I was reminded
that the work of advocacy groups and
welfare organisations was ultimately to move people’s hearts
and galvanise them to help others in need.
Her words greatly shaped my attitude towards social causes.
Now, as part of Saints Advocates, and before we embark on
a project to help the community, I ﬁnd
myself always remembering what we
are working for.
For GK, we were working towards
bringing the poor out of poverty,
empowering them through various
means, be it providing them with funds,
building farms, and helping them to
form closely-knit communities that allow
them to have comfortable, peaceful
and safe lives as compared to lives in
the slums.
The lessons that I learnt at GK were
deeply inspiring and made me want to
champion the cause of the poor even
more. I now understand that in spite of
the hard work and setbacks along the
way, at the fundamental core of social
causes is a heart for people.
By Jeremy (11S19)

O

n the 7th of April, St Andrew’s Village (SAV) opened
its doors to the public for its 150th Anniversary Saints
Carnival. Public response was positive, with around 15,000
people reported to have attended the event, the largest
crowd in the history of the Carnival at St Andrew’s. The
attractions of the event were organised and run by students,
staff and parents alike, with a large range of attractions
enough to satisfy all.
A Carnival with no good food is unheard of, and this one
was no exception. With over 30 stalls scattered over the
entire St Andrew’s campus, carnival goers were treated to
an extensive array of food items. Carnival staples like candy
ﬂoss, popcorn, nachos and soft drinks were highly popular
among the younger crowd. Food with more sustenance was
also available, like pasta, sushi and ﬁsh and chips, much of
it catered by external companies, including Orange Clove
Catering, Pastamania, Umisushi, and Old Chang Kee. For
those who wanted a reprieve from the heat and the buzz of
the crowds, a dining place with a calmer atmosphere could
be found at the St Andrew’s Secondary School Hall (SASS)
in the form of the Bistro, managed admirably by the awardwinning restaurant, Friends.
A large variety of rides were available throughout the three
campuses of the Junior School, Secondary School and
Junior College. This allowed for there being something for
everyone, with rides like the Meteorite, Red Swing, Sizzler,
Gyrospin and Trampoline Bungee, for those who wanted
an exciting adrenaline rush inducing experience, and rides
like Balloon Wheel, Spinning Teacups or Galloping Horse
Carousel for the young and young at heart. Inﬂatables like
the Gladiator, Penalty Kick, Human Foosball, and the Giant
Slide provided both young and young-hearted with an
enjoyable experience.
Games at the carnival were also numerous and varied, from
physically taxing ones like the Rowing Wars, to games like
“Sing It Out Loud” , an adaptation of the ever popular “Don’t
Forget the Lyrics” ! game show. Winning the games would
earn you tokens which could be exchanged for prizes, such
as stuffed toys and memorabilia at the Prize Redemption
Booth, which helped to make the process of prize giving
more convenient for the stall runners.
Another key attraction would be the haunted houses at the
Junior College. There were not one, but two, haunted houses,
“The Maid” and “Grave Encounters”. Public reception was
very positive, with long queues forming outside both the
haunted houses, with the proﬁts being reportedly above
a thousand dollars for one of them. On a lighter note, it
was unexpected to see the various supernatural
characters dressed in full costume walking around
the carnival.
One other major highlight of the event
was the live performances held
at the Bistro, which started
at half past noon
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without a hitch. Featured performers included local acts like
the “Cashew Chemists” (who count two old St. Andrew’s
boys among its members) and Brandon Lee, the SAJC Dance
Society and the children from Ascension Kindergarten who
performed for the audience. The bands sang and played
their hearts out, garnering attention from the passers-by
who ﬁled into the hall to have a listen, ultimately resulting in
resounding applause. The same could be said for the Dance
Society, who put on a rousing hip hop performance entitled
“The Time of Our Lives”, and the performances of the children
of Ascension Kindergarten, performing the songs “Dig Deep
Down” and “Flying for the Lord”.
Two photo exhibitions were also held at the St Andrew’s
Secondary School Hall, one entitled “Nature at Woodsville”
by Mr Yee Teck Peng, showcasing the beauty of St Andrew’s
Village, and the other “The Spirit of St Andrew’s”, a series of
award-winning photographs from students of St Andrew’s
Secondary School and Junior College.
A heritage tour was also conducted for the alumni of St
Andrew’s, including visiting the Woodsville building’s heritage
gallery. Many ex-students of St Andrew’s made their way
in groups down to the Woodsville building to reminiscence
about their youth spent in St Andrew’s.
St Andrew’s also hosted the Watoto Children’s Choir to
perform at the Cultural Centre in the Junior College. Tickets
sold out fast, many wanted to see the children’s choir that
had come all the way from Uganda, Africa and were touring
the world to raise funds for orphaned children and vulnerable
women in Uganda.
There was a downpour in the afternoon, which resulted in
games and rides in the open being stopped for the time
being, and only resuming when the weather cleared, which
was fortunately, soon.
All in all, the 150th Anniversary Carnival was a day which
both created memories and evoked old ones, and
will certainly dwell in the minds of its participants
for the time to come.
By Diana Lu Sze Min (12A06) and Nguyen Thu
Thao (12S16), IOTA Reporters
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SAJC Alumni: Reﬂections of a Former Saint

T

he Saints family, over the years, has nurtured many distinguished Saints who have succeeded in
various ﬁelds, from politics and medicine to education and the media industry. In conjunction with
the 150th anniversary of St Andrew’s, IOTA Publications wishes to take a leaf out of a chapter of Saint’s
history and feature the lives of former Saints to uncover their memories of the school here and ﬁnd
out what they are doing with their lives after having graduated from our beloved college. This issue
features Mr Wayne Ko, a former Saint and President of the SAJC Student Council (2002-2003) and who
has returned to the school as an Economics tutor.

When I wasn’t with my class, I would be with my council mates
at the Student Centre (now known as the Student Lounge).
The sense of camaraderie and closeness was so strong that
many of us would stay back in school voluntarily - to study
together, or play games to unwind. One game that we used
to indulge in frequently back then was carom, and there
were many carom boards lying around the school back
then! As a student councilor in charge of leading key school
events, my council mates and I spent much time painting
banners or preparing for the next event on our very packed
school calendar. We took the initiative to do various things to
engage our peers, such as organizing a carom competition
and painting the pillars of the canteen to add more colour to
the school. The hours that we spent preparing for an event,
such as Orientation, were long, but were very well-spent. Not

only were we part of a team that fostered the school spirit,
we also drew much closer together as one big Saints family.
Today, ten years on, I still meet up with my classmates and
fellow councilors a couple of times a year because of closely
knit ties we forged back then as fellow Saints.
One of the best things I got from my time at SAJC was the
inspiration to become a teacher. While I’ve always been
interested in teaching, this resolve was strengthened during
my time at SAJC, where I encountered many competent
and genuinely caring tutors. Now, it is a pleasant surprise to
have some former teachers becoming my colleagues, and
to now learn from them how to become a better teacher.
While I did not study at the present JC campus, I still feel
a strong sense of nostalgia when I’m here as the building
was once my secondary school. One major difference that
I was pleasantly surprised to witness was Saints embracing
each other as they sing the college hymn. This, to me, is an
expression of the Saint’s family spirit that people speak so
fondly of. It is certainly this family spirit that made me return
to the college as a teacher – one can never stay away from
their family for too long. Furthermore, I feel that I should give
back to my family in the one way I know how – to groom
students the way that I was groomed during my years in the
school.
As St Andrew’s celebrates its 150th anniversary this year, it is
my wish that she will continue to groom batches of students
to be true leaders in their respective spheres, guided by a
sound set of values and a heart to serve those around them.
Up and On!”
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“Even back in my time, SAJC was well-known for its strong
school spirit and fun-loving culture, which came to deﬁne
many of my experiences as a Saint. My best memories of
being a Saint were found in the strong friendships I formed
with my class and the Student Council. Saints are, by and
large, a boisterous and outspoken bunch. When we were
not immersed in our books revising for our exams, we would
spend our breaks talking and catching up on each other’s
lives. We talked about various things, from academics to
more frivolous things, like members of the opposite gender,
all of which formed the spectrum of our junior college
experiences. The bonds which were formed between our
classmates were undeniably close. We had numerous study
sessions and informal outings, encouraging and supporting
each other.

