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Release of the 2010

GCE ‘A’ Level

“Your aspirations are your possibilities.”
– Samuel Johnson, British author

The atmosphere was thick with anticipation as the 20092010 batch of SAJC students ﬁled into the hall for the release
of the ‘A’ Level Examination results. With unsure faces and
hopeful hearts, they silently prayed that their hard work and
preparation had paid off. As the results of the top scorers
were ﬂashed on the screen, applause overwhelmed the
hall. Some signiﬁcant achievements for the college were the
rise in percentage distinctions for H2 English Literature and
H2 History to 72.3% and 50% respectively. In addition, the
number of students getting distinctions for four H2 subjects
increased from 14 in 2009 to 16 in 2010.
The top student of the 2009-2010 cohort, Vinay Panday,
achieved distinctions in all his subjects, namely Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics and Economics. Additionally, he
achieved a merit in H3 Organic Synthesis and Mechanism.
His achievements extended beyond just academics: he
was also the president of the Environmental Club and a

member of the college’s Talent Management Programme.
Under his leadership, the Environment Club was awarded
the Lotus Award for Sustained Achievement in Environmental
Awareness.
The top arts student, Kok Weng Keong, who achieved
distinctions in H2 Economics, History and English Literature as
well as in H1 Mathematics and General Paper, was an active
member of the Youth Ambassadors. Besides serving in this
CCA, he also devoted time to helping the community by
contributing signiﬁcantly to the National Youth EnvriOlympics,
organized by the People’s Association Youth Movement.
Other students who stood out were the student council
treasurer, Esther Yong who credited time management as
her path to success. Josef Low Jr and Novia Ng Pei Yan, the
two top Chinese students, performed brilliantly, which was all
the more impressive considering how heavily involved they
were in their co-curricular programmes.
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Results
Of the two top Malay students, Mohamad Farid
Fadzil B Fauzi and Norhayati Bte Idros, the former
represented the school in rugby as well as
participated in overseas programmes such as
the UK Biology trip. Norhayati, meanwhile, was
actively involved in community service, whereby
she participated in a work attachment to Mercy
Relief, a volunteer welfare organization.
Finally, the top Eurasian student in the college
was Amy May Pryke who not only excelled
academically, but also contributed to the
Drama club as the president and led her CCA
to win Gold in the 2010 Singapore Youth Festival.
She singled out Miss Kalyani and Mr Derrick
Tan, expressing her gratitude for their help and
support throughout. She now plans to study
Political Science in the United States.

The college would like to congratulate all the students of the
2009-2010 cohort and wish them all the best in their future
endeavours. Their achievements serve as an inspiration and
motivation for the next cohort to persevere and strive for
excellent results.
by Ankeeta Parhi (10S17), Kritika Lohuni (10S26),
Anirudh Ganesh (10S21) and Vinay (10S20)

ADVICE FROM SOME TOP- SCORERS
• My advice would be to study at a constant
pace. It is important to work hard. Also, never
procrastinate, not even in JC1. – Tricia Seow

Many other Saints did the college proud by
excelling at academics while being heavily
committed to their CCAs. Natalie Natasha Sim
(president of Youth Ambassadors), Kevin Koh
(president of Student Council) and Clara Poon
(Romanis House captain and captain of Girls’
Water Polo team) were some of the students
who proved that striking a balance between
academics and extracurricular activities is not
impossible to achieve.

• It is important to be consistent throughout. It
may be annoying to do all the homework and
revision packages, but they help a lot. I felt
more relaxed closer to the exams knowing that
I had had ample practice. Also, don’t shy away
from consulting your teachers when you need
help. – Amy Pryke

page 2

Created around the theme “Envisage,” the activities in Orientation 2011 followed
the vein of futurism, whilst holding true to the college’s belief that “No one is here
by chance.” Prospective Saints were divided into ﬁve distinct clans, led by their
respective clan masters: militant Sygora, animalistic Audelius, temperamental
Izaion, prodigious Nemexyz and virtuous Tsaerio. They were entities who battled one
another in order to gain possession of the magical orb. The orb’s contenders and
their followers fought it out in Station Games, Wet Games, Mr Ong Lai’s Day Out,
and even along the corridors and in the hall, where informal Mass Dance “danceoffs” between Orientation Groups (OGs) were held. Jethro Siao from OG9 said,
“While I was disappointed that we didn’t get the chance to go for the Amazing
Race… I’m really proud of our mass dances which stand out from other colleges!”
Although the Amazing Race on Day Three was cancelled due to inclement weather,
our Saints kept their spirits high on the Finale day. Fervent cheering, stomping and
clapping reverberated throughout the Cultural Centre on the last day of Orientation
as every clan displayed a medley of cheers at the ﬁnal showdown on Finale night.
Yet in the end, the warring clans, who only pitted against each other throughout the
Orientation, were united as one college and ‘one family unbroken’ In a coalescence
of green, yellow, red, blue and purple lights.
Orientation 2011 not only allowed the juniors to familiarise themselves with a new
school environment and curriculum; it also served as a platform for them to forge
friendships with fellow Saints through the bonding games and activities organised by
the Student Council, House Council, ODAC, the Sports and Fitness Club and many
others. The experience left a deep and lasting memory for all who had been part
of it.
To all our new Saints, we hope you enjoyed Orientation 2011: “Envisage.” Once
again, we welcome you into the Saints Family! No one is here by chance!

Orientation

by Goh Shu Li (10A05)

Student Council
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2011
Friendship Week
Riding on the high of Orientation 2011, Friendship Week 2011
was a vibrant celebration of the many diverse friendships
forged in SAJC. Lasting for a week from 8th to 14th February,
the lively camaraderie amongst Saints was deeply evident
and certainly brightened up the school atmosphere!
Friendship Week was ﬁrst launched online on Facebook,
drawing hundreds of Saints who enthusiastically posted their
thoughts and comments and submitted a whole range of
song dedications for their friends. By the end of Friendship
Week, almost 600 Saints were connected via the Facebook
page!
On the school grounds, bright, shiny balloons adorned
different parts of the school, adding both colour and cheer
as they bobbed about in the wind. Numerous Saints also bore
ﬂowers, as gestures of appreciation from their friends. Many
also took the time to scrawl on the Friendship Week board.
And who could forget the DJ booth set up in the Cafeteria?
The live music dedications were something students looked
forward to during their breaks, with ‘Rocketeer’ by Far East
Movement being a crowd favourite this year.
Another highlight of Friendship Week was the Senior-Junior
Picnic on 10th February. Seniors and juniors met according

to their classes, bonding over food spread out on picnic
mats and ice-breaker games. An hour of animated sharing
culminated in mass dances, which saw the entire cohort
participating with much gusto, especially the popular ‘Shake
It’ and ‘Forget You’. Everyone had a hearty workout and a
good laugh as they grooved to the well-loved tunes that
have come to deﬁne so much of the Saints spirit.
On the last day of Friendship Week, which was Valentine’s Day
itself, Saints went down personally to the Student Lounge to
collect Surprise Balloons dedicated to them by their friends.
While the sight of the Student Lounge being ﬁlled with a sea
of pink balloons was quite delightful in itself to behold, it was
even more heartwarming to witness Saints carrying their pink
balloons – beaming and basking in the atmosphere of love
and friendship.
Yet, beyond the ﬂowers, balloons, board messages and
song dedications, Friendship Week 2011 was more than just
fun and gifts, but a reminder to all to express our love and
appreciation to our friends in small ways, whenever we can.
As Bernard Meltzer once said, “A friend is someone who
knows the song in your heart and can sing it back to you
when you have forgotten the words.” The worth of a deep
friendship is truly priceless.
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by Sherrie Tay (10A08)

Saints

Eureka!
Hi Saints, would you like to participate in SAJC’s very
own rocket-making competition? The question, posed
on a typical early morning assembly, piqued the
curiosity of many Saints, who could not wait to explore
the intricacies of rocket-making.

On 17th February, before formal lessons kicked off,
every JC1 class sent a team of three students, with a
functioning rocket built almost from scratch, ready to
be launched. Prior to the launch, the JC1s underwent a
brief training session where they were handed a rocketmaking starter kit and were told that their rockets would
be judged on both its ﬂight range and aesthetic appeal.
In spite of the enormity of the task, the JC1s, like true
Saints, were enthusiastic and undeterred. They rolled
up their sleeves in their respective teams and worked
tirelessly for two days, perfecting their rockets. On the
day of the rocket launch, much to the delight of the
judges and the rest of the student body, we saw rockets
of myriad designs and mechanisms, some of which were
nothing less than pure genius.
We had rockets ranging from the ones using water
as a propellant to the ones which cleverly utilised the
violent reaction of baking powder and vinegar. Once
the rockets were launched, amidst enthusiastic cheers
from fellow Saints, we witnessed how the rockets not
only looked good on the outside, but also worked
remarkably well. Yet, alas, some rockets missed the
intended trajectory and headed towards the viewing
crowd. Thankfully, no one was hurt!
At the end, it was 11S17 who emerged victorious with
their rocket, one which simply used air as a propellant.
Its simple design belied its carefully considered
mechanisms, which showed the ingenuity of its creators.
It was a deserving win indeed, as it is undeniable that
sometimes, the simplest is the best.
by Sourabh Rao (10S20)
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From 17th to 19th March, two delegations from SAJC
participated in the 7th Singapore International Model
United Nations (SIMUN) Conference 2011. Organised by
the Lycée Français de Singapour, SIMUN is a simulation of
a United Nations conference, where participants play the
role of diplomats and debate on pressing issues the world
currently faces. SAJC represented France and Jordan at this
conference, which was attended by over 300 students from
all over Southeast Asia.
The conference saw a myriad of issues being discussed,
ranging from political conﬂicts like the question of Palestinian
statehood to environmental problems like whaling. The
participants prepared for the conference by carrying out
much in-depth research, writing position papers and ﬁnally,
writing resolutions on their respective issues. In the weeks
leading up to the conference, participants went for weekly
training sessions in school, presenting their resolutions before
their teachers and fellow-delegates, who then pointed out
potential areas of contention and room for improvement.
Throughout the conference, delegates had to employ a
range of thinking and communications skills, such as critically
analysing policies and carrying out negotiations and public
speeches with poise and persuasiveness. Furthermore, during
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lobbying sessions, delegates had to be well-versed in their
country’s foreign policy in order to know how to best serve
the interests of the state they were representing.
For many of our delegates, SIMUN was the ﬁrst major
conference they had attended, and they needed to
familiarise themselves with the formality of the parliamentary
procedure that is observed when debate is in session. While
the debates were sometimes heated and conﬂicts had to be
addressed, SIMUN clearly imitated the nature of conferences
in the real world. All in all, SIMUN enabled delegates to have
a deeper understanding of international affairs as well as
appreciate the complexities of the United Nations as an
international organisation.
Besides the intellectual gains, SIMUN also gave our students
the opportunity to interact with their counterparts from both
local and overseas international schools. The friendships
forged at SIMUN 2011 will undoubtedly remain close for a
long time to come.
The delegates would like to thank the teachers-in-charge;
Ms. Charis Lo, Ms. Karen Wee, and Mr. Moses Tan for their
guidance and insightful perspectives while preparing for the
conference.
by Kritika Lohuni (10S17) & Ankit Gupta (10S19)
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OCIP Trips
Trip One
With eagerness nineteen of us set off to the village of Bac Ha, Vietnam. On our 14-day
mission we were to build a kindergarten, and teach and play with the schoolchildren.
This trip made us face our own shortcomings, question everything that came our way
and molded our attitudes for the better.
The rigorous route to our work site meant a 40 minute trek every day, but it could
hardly dampen our enthusiasm to bring the kindergarten closer to completion. We
were planted in an environment that isolated us from all things familiar. There were
stark differences – the roads were strewn with animal manure, cars were an rare sight
and the houses were made of raw materials such as wood and leaves. Then there
were the intangible differences – in lifestyle, outlook and language. Interaction with
the kindergarten children was done through non-verbal means. Notwithstanding this,
we built close relationships over the days and were very fervent in completing the
construction with a vision of the children having a better learning environment.
We concentrated hard on picking up the skills of construction over the days - from
plastering the walls to mixing the cement and pounding the ground. Discouragement
did set in when the Vietnamese had to re-do the fabrications we had tried to model
after their ﬂawless work. We overhauled our methods and shared our views during
debriefs to improve the aid we provided. The key was to re-strategise. It was evident
that we were working hand in hand with the local community, especially when the
students of a primary school nearby volunteered keenly to transport bricks and sand.
The Vietnamese face social issues arising from past calamities such as the Vietnam
War. The rural areas have difﬁculty in solving issues such as extreme poverty, an
underdeveloped educational system and access to good health care. Vietnamese
villagers do want to earn beyond the mere pittance that they struggle to support
their families with. However, the Vietnam War had left a series of challenges, including
the destruction of agricultural land and buildings as well as the maiming of people
from land mines and Agent Orange. Our College should continue to send students
to Vietnam to learn about the struggles of a developing community in a culture so
different from ours. We should serve in whatever way we can, and learn to reﬁne our
approach as we proceed.
by Felicia Khoo Shan Li (10S15)

Trip Two
27 November 2010 was the day where a group of passionate SAJC students ﬂew to Vietnam, embarking on their journey of overseas
community service. In the 14 days we spent at Gia Bac Village which is seven hours north of Ho Chi Minh City, we realized ﬁrst-hand
the seriousness of the poverty cycle and the lack of a educational opportunities faced by
the children in Gia Bac.
For one and a half weeks, we taught English, with the help of translators, to primary and
secondary students at Gia Bac. Although Gia Bac is a rather large village, there is only one
primary school and one secondary school, and the students do not have the privilege of
having a kindergarten or junior college in their village. They also do not have the luxury of
choosing to study at other schools as it means staying away from their families. If the students
wish to further their studies, they would have to study in Di Linh Town which is more than
40km away. Studying away from home is a prospect that some of us dread, yet the Gia Bac
children have to do so for the sake of their future. At the same time, there is little emphasis
on education in the village where children are expected to help in the farms after their
primary or secondary education. As such, many of the children do not have the opportunity
to further their studies. We thus felt fortunate to be able to attend schools from kindergarten
to university and have the choice of schools to go to, many of which are right at our doorstep.
Through home visits, we also found out that the villagers’ living conditions were completely different from
Singapore. One home we visited only had an area of 2.8m2 but there were ﬁve people in the family living
in that small space. Often, the villagers also do not have enough daily necessities like water and slippers.
Back home, we often do not think twice about buying something. Realizing how much we have and
how little they had made us guilty over the times we wasted money on things which we did not need.
Despite the language barrier, we had fun interacting with the students and formed close bonds with
them by the end of our stay. Seeing the smiles on their faces when we taught warmed our hearts and
made us want to do more for them. While we had embarked on this trip expecting to help people, we
found that we learned more than we served, and we received more than what we gave. We gave of
our best to them, and, wonderfully, they also left lasting footprints on our hearts.
by Wong Wing Tong (10S12)
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Trip Three
The OCIP Trip to Cambodia really opened our eyes. Though we set
out wanting to offer our help to the Cambodians, we received so
much from them in terms of learning about life, as we observed how
they dealt with the obstacles that they face every day.
We were given the opportunity to teach the children basic English.
Through our interaction with the children at Tapang Primary school,
we learnt that Cambodian students only begin learning English in
Secondary school. Most of them do not even have the chance to
attend high school as the schools are mainly located in the city and
they have no means of transport to go there. However, their limited
educational resources have never deterred them from wanting to
learn more or dampened their passion for learning. We were really
touched by their eagerness and determination to learn despite their
harsh living conditions. From them, we learned that we should learn
to cherish our education, given how fortunate we are in comparison.
On one particular day, as we gave out some stationery to the students,
we were surprised to see that the children were very disciplined and
orderly as they waited for us to distribute the stationery. Although
they have so little, the children did not rush or push each other out of
fear that there might be insufﬁcient resources for them. Seeing this,
we were humbled as we remembered various personal experiences
in which we would selﬁshly rush for items that we do not really need.
We learnt that we should spare a thought for the people around us,
as, very often, we tend to only care for ourselves without thinking
about othes. As they received the stationery with clearly deep
gratitude, we could see how thrilled and excited they were. I realised
how often we tend to take what we have or receive for granted. We
should learn to cherish and be thankful for all the things we have.
by Chee Miao Li (10 S11)

Trip Four
Our OCIP trip to Batam was a very enriching and memorable
experience. We went there with very little idea of what kind
of an environment we would be working in. Our task took us
to the villages of Kampong Nanas and Kampong Bengkong.
Initially, we had some problems with the village headman at
Kampong Nanas and we sensed uncertainty in the villagers,
as if they did not know whether to trust us or not. We were
unaware that there were ‘unofﬁcial’ village heads in the
Kampong. The ‘Imam’, who was the village religious leader,
was unhappy with our presence and our ﬁrst visit to the
site was disrupted. We had to return to the hostel we were
staying in.
However, the NGO we worked with helped us by liaising with
the village head and tried to appease him, while we took
the initiative on our part to provide some food packets to
the villagers. Eventually we received the permission needed
and started on our construction work. As the days passed, we
mingled with the children more, and formed a close rapport
with them. Most importantly, our visit was enriched by the
innocence and simplicity of the children at the kampong.
They were inquisitive and extremely eager to learn. Teaching
the kids nursery rhymes and basic English helped us relive
our childhood memories once again. Although there was
a prominent language barrier, and we did not manage
to complete our construction, it was a very memorable
experience for all of us. Seeing the smiles on the children’s
faces was very heart-warming and we left having shared
sweet memories with the residents at both Kampongs. It was
certainly an experience of a lifetime.
by S. Loshini (10A03)
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Champion
hampionship
ship

National Canoeing Junior

The SAJC Canoeing Team participated in the annual National
Canoeing Junior Championship (NJCC) from 12th to 13th March
this year at Bedok Reservoir. It was a wonderful opportunity for
us to pit ourselves against our competitors as well as prepare for
the upcoming ‘A’ division Canoeing championships, which was
set to take place from the 12th to 15th April.

Our canoeists worked tirelessly in preparation for this event,
investing a lot of time and effort in the many grueling training
sessions. The effort we put in eventually paid off as both the
boys’ and girls’ teams conquered all odds and emerged with
outstanding results.
The K4 girls consisting of Lim Jia Ru (10S06), Yeo XingJie (10S12),
Neo Xuan Ning and Sharol Cho (10S11) stunned the crowd with
their skills by emerging 1st in the 1000m and 2nd in the 500m races.
Jia Ru and Xuan Ning also took part in the K2 race and came
in 3rd for 1000m and 4th for 500m in the A Finals. Yeo XingJie and
Sharol came in 3rd for the 500m B Finals.

Our boys also managed an impressive haul, with the K2
boys, Choo Joon Guan (10S18) and Darren Tok Wei Le
(10S06), coming in 1st in the Men’s 1000m B Finals and 3rd in
the Men’s 500m A Finals. The K4, with members Wang Wei
Liang (11S09), Lee Sian Yi (11S29), Choo Joon Guan and
Darren Tok Wei Le also came in 4th for the 500m race. Our
C1 boys also saw Mervin Lee (10S10) coming in 4th for the
1000m B Finals.
It was indeed an exciting weekend for our Canoeing
Team. We have learned many invaluable lessons through
this competition, such as the need for close teamwork
and indefatigable perseverance. Furthermore, our desire
to win was even stronger after facing off with formidable
opponents and seeing how strong they were. Our team
has deﬁnitely grown closer and stronger throughout the
course of this competition and we will continue to forge
ahead to bring glory to the school in future competitions.
Up and On!
by Joel Lim (10A04)
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SAJC VOLLEYBALL OVERSEAS TRAINING TOUR TO

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

On the 11th April 2011, the College Volleyball Boys’ and Girls’
teams, set off with the rest of the TEAM SAJC contingent on a
short journey across the causeway to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
to take part in a series of friendly matches in preparation for
the upcoming National ‘A’ division Volleyball Championships.
The players embarked on this training tour with a great sense
of excitement and expectancy.
During the tour, each team played a total of 3 friendly
matches with the under-16 and under-17 youth teams from
Malaysian schools such as Sri Kuala Lumpur and SMK Denki.
Every friendly match was followed with a team talk by our
coach Francis Ng and teachers-in-charge Mr Jerry Chua and
Mr Eran Low, where our match performance and team spirit
were assessed. Our mistakes and behaviour were all carefully
pointed out. With the praise and constructive criticism that
we received, we strove harder towards being a better and
stronger team after the tour.

Overall, it was an amazing experience for every one of the
Saints volleyball players. While we may have encountered
some setbacks and disappointments along the way, we
nevertheless grew into a closely-knit team, one that is able
to handle both defeat and victory with grace and humility.
We have also grown in our desire to do our best for both
ourselves and the College. The memories of the training tour,
as well as the camaraderie that we shared, remain indelibly
etched in our minds.
We would like to thank the school for providing us with this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and our teachers-in-charge,
Mr Jerry Chua, Mr Eran Low and Ms Priscilla Chong, and
our coach Mr Francis Ng, for their continuous patience and
encouragement.
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by the SAJC Volleyball Team

O rcganic
R eactrics
The inaugural Orcganic Reactrics Tournament was held at
the Colosseum @ Iluma on 12th March. The response was
overwhelming, with 31 teams from 14 JCs taking part.
Popular games like DotA and Call of Duty had to take a
backseat while Orcganic took centrestage. With a catchy
tagline of, “Serious Chemistry, Seriously Fun,” participants
were extremely eager to ﬁnd out how true this was.
Orcganic is a World of Warcraft-esque computer game
where teams of 5 battle it out against each other. In order
to attack an opponent, one has to formulate spells using the
knowledge previously obtained in Chemistry lectures and
tutorials. Both organic and inorganic reagents are combined
appropriately with the corresponding conditions to form an
organic product and a spell that can be used during the
course of the game.
Sounds fun? The participants certainly thought so. However,
Orcganic is more than all fun and games. Hours had to be put
in to train for the game as well as revising the organic chemistry
syllabus in order to emerge victorious in the tournament.
While students improved in their ability to think and strategise
fast, they too were enriched in their understanding of organic
Chemistry – certainly an innovative way of inculcating
knowledge and skills in an academic subject. Orcganic, in
my books, is one of very few games that have managed to
dispel the long-debated myth about gaming being bad for
teenagers, by very much proving otherwise.

The atmosphere in the Colloseum was perfectly conducive
for serious gaming. With upbeat music, lively DJs and huge
screens on the walls keeping track of the tournament’s
progress, it was indeed everything that a gamer could
wish for and more. The icing on the cake was the Xbox
Kinect booth set up nearby. During breaks in their matches
participants had a chance to experience for themselves the
next-gen gaming console from Microsoft. There was also a
Kinect Challenge dance-off in between Orcganic battles
where participants proved that they not only are adept in
organic Chemistry, but also on the dance ﬂoor.
Meanwhile, in the main event, battles had been won and
lost. Before we knew it, we were down to the ﬁnal four teams
vying for the title of undisputed Orcganic champions of the
nation. When all was said and done, Team cXtreme from
Anderson Junior College emerged the Supreme Champions
of Orcganic, after staging an improbable comeback against
Team Nova from Millenia Institute in an enthralling matchup
that went down to the wire. They became the proud owners
of ﬁve brand-new Microsoft Xbox Kinect game consoles while
their worthy adversaries from MI walked away with a set of
Microsoft gaming keyboard and mouse. Meanwhile, DNPH
from River Valley High School edged out Team DHS for the
bronze medal position. Every participant and member of the
audience left the Colloseum with a memorable experience,
not least in their knowledge of organic Chemistry.
And now for the verdict: Serious chemistry, seriously fun?
Absolutely.
by Adrian Yeoh (10S20)

page 11

The SAJC’s Malay Cultural Society (MCS) aims to provide opportunities for members
to develop their interest in the Malay culture and heritage.
2010 was a remarkable year for us as we were given many opportunities to attend
various seminars, talks and stage performances which greatly deepened our
understanding and appreciation of the rich Malay culture and artistic heritage.
Besides the breadth of the cultural exposure at MCS, our activities were also focused
on ensuring that our members fulﬁll the potential of being future servant leaders,
one of the core values of our college.
We also participated in various inter-college competitions, namely the Wau Making
competition organized by ACJC and Poetry Recitation.
The MCS was also active in showcasing their talents through various performances in
college, crossing ethnic lines by staging a very well-received Dikir Barat performance
the school’s Chinese New Year Concert. It also puts up traditional Malay Dances for
the annual National Day celebrations at the college.

Malay

These various activities and performances have helped to create a greater
awareness and appreciation for the Malay culture amongst the student body and
have helped members to learn the value of teamwork and camaraderie while
accomplishing our tasks.
The MCS will continue to strive towards being an effective platform for fellow Saints
to learn and appreciate the Malay culture and heritage for years to come.
by Siti Nur Faizah Bt Md Zain (10A05)

Cultural Society
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London Swings!

November 26th – December 5th 2010

SAJC Literature Enrichment Trip
“Now is the winter of our discontent; Made glorious summer by
this son of York….” echoed off the walls of Shakespeare’s Globe
Theater, as 25 Saints and 3 teachers recited the opening lines of
the historical Richard III, on stage, whilst all eyes were ﬁxed on
them.

charming Jacob la Rose, a published poet and former BBC- poet
in residence gave a refreshing twist to poetry and Saints were
engaged in insightful dialogue and discussions about poetry
writing. Jacob then went on to perform some of his published
poems just for us.

Well, given that it was one of the coldest winters London has
experienced in eighty years, the ﬁrst few lines of the play was
constantly expressed throughout the trip. Be it on the bus, or in
the loo, you could hear Saints commenting on the harsh weather.
Despite the weather however, our Saints maintained a cheery
outlook for days we had in London, as we were titillated to be in
a foreign land, home to notable playwright Shakespeare, BBC
radio and television, and yes, the iconic red postbox.

A key activity of the trip was the student exchange program with
Gumley House Convent School, where our Saints were paired
with their counterparts from Gumley to engage in discussions
and explore how language and culture has shaped the identities
of Singaporean and British youths. Close bonds were fostered
between the our Saints and the Gumley youths during the short
period of time spent there, and our Saints left Gumley with a
greater sense of what it means to be a Singaporean youth.

25 of our Saints were to experience a ten-day educational
tour of London, with a heavy emphasis on the literary aspects
of the historical city and quintessential British culture. The trip
covered a wide array of activities including sightseeing tours of
London, where students were offered a panoramic view of the
ever-evolving British landscape, as well as workshops, engaging
students in poetry writing and analysing Shakespearean texts.

Our journey to London would have been incomplete without
visiting the renowned galleries and museums as well as attending
celebrated musicals and performances! We Saints toured the
Tate Modern, The National Gallery, The National Portrait Gallery
and the British War Museum, and we were treated to three
spectacular nights of pure theatrical entertainment watching
War Horse, Bird Song and Wicked the Musical.

A highlight of the trip was the visit to the eerie and mysterious
Tower of London. The historical aspect of the site was linked to
the students’ text, Richard III. Another dimension was added to
the text as the outdoor learning experience made it signiﬁcantly
more meaningful to the students. A trip to the diverse community
of Brixton, where students got to explore African to Caribbean
cultures was an eye-opening, if not mouth-watering, experience.
The wafting smells of fresh produce from the market piqued the
students’ interest, as they explored what British fare comprised
and how food reﬂects the nature of the cosmopolitan city.

As our journey to London drew to a close, we were ﬁlled with
mixed emotions, as some left London heavy-hearted, others
left with the hopes of returning to the wonderful city soon. Dilys
Chua of 10A07 had this to say about London: “London always
amazes me, and this trip has taught me much of the nuances of
literature, history and most importantly, culture.” Her classmate
Junni Chen echoed similar sentiments: “I never thought that
London could be a place where I could really feel comfortable
in. Although it was cold most of the time, the rich diversity, history
and culture gave me great insight into life beyond Singapore’s
borders. I especially enjoyed the workshops as it helped me
better understand the language we work with every day. It was
a trip well worth going for.”

Another highlight of the trip was the walking tour of Cambridge,
to help Saints explore what university life abroad could be like,
as well as to motivate Saints to strive for their upcoming A-level
examinations. The poetry workshop with the ever-witty and
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by Centaine Lim 10S10

31st March 2011 marked the day we had all been preparing
for since last November.
The blood, sweat and tears shed, the choreography we
mastered, and the months of tireless practice culminated
in the six minutes we had on stage. We had to impress the
judges!
Contrary to the popular belief held by many, dancing is not
just all about moving our arms and legs to the music.
As dancers, besides having to remember and execute our
steps, we also have to dance each movement with feeling
and passion. Each sequence had to be performed better
than the previous.
As a team, we overcame numerous obstacles together. From
conquering turns in the routine, to maximizing the practice
time during each practice, from spending half the day
together practicing and dancing, to studying and consulting
each other for our block tests and milestone assessments,
each activity we did together only brought us closer as a
team.
Everyone learnt to be selﬂess. We compromised, sacriﬁced,
adapted to the way others worked, and were always ready
to lend our friends a helping hand.
The SYF journey began with 23 individual dancers selected to
perform the rapturous item. Now, at the end of the journey,
not only have the dancers been enriched in their dance
education, they have also forged meaningful friendships
within the team.
And Rapture attained the Gold medal.
by Aisyah Fong Foong Yee (10S27) and Loh Jia Hui (10S24)

page 14

Poetry of the Month Competition

Past Winners

She

Sang

The Wrong Tune
by Lee Way Lin 10A05

These enamel-coated guillotines
will behead your pure, blind, ivory
dreams. This melding scorch will
vaporise your intrinsical vows into
lumps or mists of nothingness.
For when I, truthfully, incorrigibly undeserving
consumed love’s arrow,
it disintegrated haplessly like a
titanical disaster.

identity
by Tay Tintin

Spring ﬂood! A million
Billion possibilities —
Caught between two banks.
The struggle of life:
At others’ demise, thrive; cruel
Summer’s sun arrives.
Autumn’s lament; a
Thousand falling leaves whisper
Of what could have been.
Mirror on the wall,
Clear as winter’s midnight — truth;
Horror set in stone.

Wrong me not, for when you
sang her a chocolate bouquet she
was deaf, and this re-tailored tune she
thought to sing to me had seduced me
like a treacherous lute.
And pray did she arpeggiate up the
wrong ladder and down the wrong
chute, and love’s language like
Latin, or Celtic, static and buzzes.
Oh bereave me, unfated, of this
guilt to bear like full-ripened pomelos
on a creeper’s vine.
But when I had been violated by
your unearthing desires I

And thought not of love’s amorous waltz,
dancing in a strange, tattered ballroom.

by Ansen Goh, Grace Fu 10S04

who holds my secrets, you see
me, that’s you beyond the sea. It seems
nothing much has changed,
the same scent, taste of salt.
Like shifting shadows,
cold and distant,
yet only ours can tell what others don’t.
Like silent allies, we brush
Close enough to touch
our thoughts timelessly connected,
our stethoscopes in sync.
You’re just a stranger
I would never get to know Again.
And sliding past each other’s lives is
the Only thing we agree on..
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Believing in my own love; the texture,
the looping pulsations in my person, that
derives lust’s fulﬁllment from your prolonged chastity.

The Stranger

