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In the Words of a Saint
On behalf of all the Pre-U
Seminar participants, I would
like to thank the Ministry
of Education and St Andrew’s Junior
College for organising this exceptionally
meaningful
four-day
seminar.
In
addition, I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to all the Teacher
Facilitators for their invaluable advice
and constant care. And last of all, to the
people who stayed up with us through
those sleepless nights to ensure the
smooth running of our V50 projects, the
Student Liaison Officers (SLOs) – these
people, in particular, deserve a round of
applause.
Today, I would like to share with you all
what an epic journey it has been and
how we have all grown in the process.
Now that we have made it to the closing
ceremony, what is the next step for all
of us here? Do we just bid one another
farewell and leave?
What are the
takeaways and how have we changed
in terms of perspective and conviction?
While I may not be able to offer you
definitive answers, I hope everyone will
at least consider some of the questions
I would like to pose.
Let us start by looking at what we, as
students, got to do during the whole
Pre-U Seminar process. I am sure all of
you remember the day we were divided
into teams and for many of us, including
myself, meeting so many new faces was
an intimidating experience. But through
the icebreakers, we became fast friends
in spite of our diverse backgrounds.
And of course, Pre-U seminar served as
the perfect platform for some of us to
reunite and even work with some of our
old friends.
Friendships grew as we embarked on
our V50 proposals. As you can see from
all the booths, our teams were given
domains all the way from education to
partnership. My group was placed under
the domain of Culture and Community,
and now I think we all know Singapore’s
heritage pretty well, considering all the
humid afternoon trips we made to Little
India, Chinatown and Kampong Glam.
But beyond what we were told during

By Pramodh Chandran (15S17)

CLOSING CEREMONY AT THE 2015
PRE-UNIVERSITY SEMINAR
our Learning Journeys since primary
school, what do we actually know about
these places and their significance to
Singaporeans? A case in point would
be our understanding of the Cenotaph
in the Central Business District (CBD),
built as a memorial for our World War I
and II heroes. More than just a physical
feature, it is a testament to the singular
contributions of brave men – ‘they
died so we might live.’ We need to
appreciate the underlying symbolism
and significance of structures built
decades ago by men unknown to
us, for they define our heritage and
identity today. Without succumbing to
excessive sentimentality, the bald truth
of the matter is that we owe it to them
to live our lives in a worthy manner – to
ensure peace, happiness and prosperity
in our society today.
In preparing for the project, we set
out to understand how Singaporeans
viewed culture and tradition so that we
could better glean the inherent value
of tradition in a young, modern nation
like Singapore. However, we realised
along the way that we, like many
younger members of the Singapore
population, were unable to elaborate
on or even identify many key Singapore
monuments even though they have
come to characterise our Singapore
landscape. It was hence imperative
to embark on a V50 project to impart
invaluable knowledge of our national

monuments to the future generations,
so as to preserve our cultural heritage.
During our groundwork interviews, a
young man in his late twenties even
pointed out to us that in the light of
increasing numbers of foreigners in
our nation, monuments serve a more
immediate purpose in helping us make
sense of our Singaporean identity, by
situating us in the context of our shared
past.
To go back to the question I asked at the
beginning: What is the next step for all
of us here? Perhaps the most important
thing that this Pre-U Seminar has taught
me is to realise that many of us here, in our
eagerness to advance, fail to appreciate
what has brought us so far. This year,
as we mourn the passing our founding
father, Mr Lee Kuan Yew, it seems fitting
that we, the next generation inherit his
legacy of self-sacrifice, determination
and courage, continue in these values
while charting the future. Our own
epic journey, the one we take from here
onwards, must no doubt forge a new
path for our country that is based on
innovation and creativity. However, we
must do so while cherishing what the
past has taught us and remember the
values of the previous generation, so as
to create a better future in which we all
have a part.
Thank you.
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THE LESSONS OF

Pre-University Seminar
Mr Gabriel Chin
Head of Department, English
“Though this marks the end of the 2015
Pre-U Seminar, it heralds the beginning
of your journey as an active citizen to
make Singapore a better home for all of
us!” Those were my parting words to the
550 student participants of this year’s
Pre-U Seminar that was jointly organised
by MOE and our college. Big words…but
I meant what I said because I saw the
ineffable hope that we had inspired in the
participants within a short span of four
days.
As the Chairman of the Steering
Committee for the 2015 Pre-U Seminar, I
felt a great sense of relief that all went
extremely well in our planning and
executions. But much more than that, I
felt a deep sense of pride that, as One
Family Unbroken, we etched an indelible
mark in the hearts of those who attended
the Seminar who were not only impressed
by the way we had organised the event
but were also immensely moved by our
warmth, sincerity and passion. And these
are the magical elements that will drive
a nation in the long run much more than
anything else.
In short, we brought life to this nation by
exemplifying our qualities as Saints.
The success of the Seminar is a testament
to the team effort between our School
Leaders, the Steering Committee, the
college staff and every single Saint
who toiled with their hearts and hands.
Together as a college, we rose to the
occasion in conceptualizing, planning
and executing each plan systematically
and with unwavering commitment. True
to this year’s theme “Cherishing the Past,
Celebrating the Present, Creating the
Future”, the Seminar not only served
as a national platform for the student
participants from different institutions
to interact and exchange perspectives, it
also served as a springboard of inspiration
for our younger generation to continue
to cherish our past, celebrate our present
and to create an ever brighter future for
this 50 year-old “little red dot”.

Apart from the fun-filled Operation V50,
the intellectually stimulating discussions
we enjoyed with Minister Lawrence
Wong, Minister Heng Swee Keat and the
panel of experts from various fields and
the breathtaking exhibition booths, what
I will eventually remember about this
year’s Seminar will be the face of every
Saint who made this Seminar possible:

Your smiles that defy all
physical exhaustion.
That look in your eyes that
told me you believe in what we
stand for.
That twitch in your mouth
that says ‘it’s okay,
let’s try again.’
That pensive frown
that underscores your
determination and your will to
make it happen.
Looking back, I can only thank God for
this privilege to serve together with
everyone in this special ‘edition’ of Pre-U
Seminar that coincided with SG50. It has
been an experience that has brought me
great pride as a member of the Saints
family. Up and on!”

SAJC Student Leaders at Pre-U Seminar 2015

SAJC Principals and Teachers at Pre-U Seminar 2015
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Our College Day was held on 31 July 2015. It was certainly
a day for celebration and commemoration: the college
was lavishly decorated; the guests and award recipients
were formally attired. It was a day when our seniors were
acknowledged for their excellent efforts in their academic,
athletic and artistic pursuits. They have done themselves,
the college and their parents proud.

38th College Day
By Ng Wen Ni (15A06)

We rose for the arrival of our Guest-of-Honour, Professor
Freddy Boey. The rousing applause of the audience
accompanied by the music played by our very own Concert
Band filled the Cultural Centre. The proceedings started
with the singing of the College Hymn and a dedication by
The Right Reverend Kuan Kim Seng.
The speech delivered by the valedictorian then followed.
Mr Samuel Koh Giap Yang was the Captain of our school’s
Rugby Team, and he spoke warmly of the support he
received in SAJC despite all of the obstacles faced in
his time as a student. Samuel shared stories about his
precious memories whilst studying in St Andrew’s Village
for the past 12 years. He also urged us to study hard and
make the most of our schooling years. We could not
help but respect and admire his steadfast resilience and
discipline, traits which we hope we would be able to instil
in ourselves in the course of our time here.
This was followed by a speech from our Principal, Mrs Lee
Bee Yann. Mrs Lee reported on the college’s achievements
over the past year. She saluted the staff for their dedicated
work in bringing out the best in our students and praised
our seniors for their wonderful performance in the A-Level
Examinations. She was also very pleased to share the
outstanding results achieved by our students at the recent
‘A’ Division sport matches and Singapore Youth Festival.
The final speech was made by the Guest of Honour
Professor Freddy Boey, who is the Deputy President
and Provost of Nanyang Technological University, and
an alumni of SAJC. Prof. Boey shared various memories
of his while studying in our school. He also stressed the
importance of working hard to achieve the best that we
can and also spoke of the value of being a servant leader
so that we remember to give back to our community.
The speeches kept the audience captivated. They inspired
us to be resilient in the face of this changing world and in
dire circumstances. They conveyed a specific message of
pursuing our dreams and excelling in the best way that
we can. They expressed a deep sense of gratitude for the
college and its contributions to who they have become
today.
After the speeches, the awards ceremony began,
showcasing all the achievements our seniors had attained.
I felt a sense of admiration and pride as an SAJC student
for all the exceptional individuals that the college has
groomed. I also know for a fact that these rewards they
have received were not just a given and they had to work
extremely hard and overcome various challenges to reap
such rewards. For that, they are truly deserving and
worthy of our praise.
After a magnificent dance performance put up by our very
own Dance Society, the proceedings ended with a rousing
rendition of the College Song led by Mr Yee Teck Peng, an
old boy of our school who is 83 years of age, Mr Tan Peng
Yong, and Mr Tan Soo Kiang. The whole audience sang
and cheered along. It was truly a touching moment that I
will remember of my days in SAJC.
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3rd Saints Model United
Nations Conference 24 – 25 APRIL 2015
The 3rd Saints Model United Nations (MUN) Conference, held
to bring general affairs to the forefront of the minds of the
next generation, has come back bigger and better! With four
councils convening over four controversial topics ranging from
the threat of ISIS to the commercialisation and militarisation of
space, the enthusiastic responses of our students were wellconceived and displayed exemplary performances for the
countries they represented.

groups, called caucus blocs, to consolidate the points they had
in common. Resolutions were then put forth: large bills which,
if passed, would represent the decision of the committee as a
whole. The debates intensified after resolutions were put forth.
In the UN Security Council, things were especially intense, as
the five permanent members: Germany, France, UK, USA, and
China had veto power; as long as one of them voted no, the
resolution would be scrapped. By this time, the committees
had already moved late into the night. The delegates were
worn out and tired, but their words were no less potent!

Mrs Lucy Toh,
Sounding the gong to announce the start of the 3rd
Saints MUN Conference

To kick off the opening ceremony, Ms Lucy Toh, the principal
of St Andrew’s Secondary School, gave an inspirational speech
about the importance of knowledge, elaborating that action
must accompany knowledge, and be utilised. Explaining that
while MUN is just, as the name suggests, a model for the
United Nations, it is also a springboard for ideas that the new
generation must carry into the future. The students of today
must be studious, yet fight for their ideas with confidence.
With those words, Ms Toh sounded the gong that signalled the
start of the third Saints Model United Nations Conference.
Our students were buzzing with excitement, as everyone
gathered in their respective committees, namely the ‘Humans
Rights Council’, the ‘Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian
Council’, the ‘Special Political and Decolonisation Council’, and
the infamous ‘United Nations Security Council’. Moving to the
lecture theatres for the sessions, the air around them was alive
with eager anticipation.
During the council sessions, students walked in the shoes of
national delegates, shaping and justifying their views according
to the history and ethos of the nations they represented. Their
research conducted beforehand created a lively debate and
it was heartening to see students in all four committees so
immersed in forming alliances or showing outright opposition
as they clashed and collided; they were calculative at times, hot
blooded at others. All in all it was refreshing to see the students
let loose, breaking free from the monotony of curricular work
and express themselves with abandon. Every defeat and
victory was reflected in the eyes of our SAJC students as
smouldering embers of determination, and jubilant flames of
joy. Spirits were high, as students took part first in the opening
speeches, where they established their basic viewpoints, and
then moved into the moderated caucuses.
Having ten minutes each to debate over their stands, students
focused on their key issues. Delegates had specific concerns
for their countries which affected what they said and how they
responded when another delegate spoke. Linked together in
their will to promote action and move towards an agreement,
every delegate weighed their points against those of the
opposition. The air was tense as ideas were fought over and
toppled.
Then, the tension heightened as unmoderated caucuses were
called - free sessions where delegates could gather together into

The next day, the resolutions were passed, and there was yet
another surprise, as all the veto-holding members of the UN
Security Council had actually cooperated, and it was the first
council to pass its resolution. Satisfied smiles hung on the faces
of many of the delegates, as their hard work and effort saw
success.
Finally, the closing ceremony was held, with Mr Gabriel Chin,
the Head of Department (HOD) of English in St Andrew’s
Junior College, as the speaker. Everyone was tired, but happy
and contented, and we all left carrying certificates under our
arms.
The Saints MUN 2015 was an exhilarating ride which breathed
life into politics. It was hard work but many students left that
day with an appreciation for the art of debate and a sensitivity
for the way the world works.

Many thanks go to the MUN Secretariat, without which this
event would not had been possible. From deciding the topics
the councils would debate to presiding over the councils
themselves (and repeating “Please introduce yourself,
delegate” a million times), they had put in superhuman efforts
to this event, and have returned with superhuman results.
Thank you so much!
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Feedback
Week 2015

By Daniel Chan (14S10) and Eunice Yun (14S19)

Feedback Week is a special event in the Saint’s calendar. Organised by the Student
Council, it serves as a platform to gather and collate suggestions from the student
body on the different ways to improve their SAJC experience. The theme for
Feedback Week 2015 was uniquely presented as “Message in a Bottle”.
The highlight of the event was the Message Booth, where Saints penned down
their thoughts and suggestions, rolled them up, and placed them in collection
bottles. In the vicinity were two boards—a Voting Board, where Saints nominated
their favourite suggestions and a board with Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
collected from previous years, so as to facilitate the smooth running of Feedback
Week.
At the end of Feedback Week, the Student Council collated the feedback received
and submitted them to our school leaders. After careful review of the feedback
by the leaders, some of the more viable suggestions were promptly implemented
and received with enthusiasm by the students. For instance, air-conditioning for
JC2 classes started from Term 2 onwards and students were allowed to wear their
College PE shorts on school grounds during school vacations. Other suggestions
raised were discussed with the student body at the Principal’s Dialogue with
Students on 30 April 2015, a special assembly programme for our JC2 Saints, which
saw the attendance of the various school leaders. A hearty question and answer
session followed, where students were able to voice out other concerns while
growing in a community together as Saints.
Feedback Week and the Principal’s Dialogue with Students are excellent platforms
for Saints to meaningfully reflect and present their views to the school leaders in
order to set in place various changes to our school environment, so that the lives
of future Saints can be enriched. It is our desire to see our school climb to greater
heights every year, and we are grateful for the active participation of our Saints and
the school leaders, which ensured the success of Feedback Week 2015.

Guitar ENSEMBLE

By Benjamin Fheng (14S02)

The Guitar Ensemble achieved the prestigious Certificate of Distinction in this
year’s SYF Central Judging. It was indeed impressive as only a few colleges
managed to achieve it. The SYF judging criteria was very stringent and hence
there was considerable pressure on the guitarists as everything had to be up to
scratch, even in minute details like the performers’ make-up.
The instructor and teachers ensured that every guitarist was committed to
achieving the highest award. The musical pieces, the roles for the different
students and the harmony were carefully planned; and the numerous practices
and rehearsals finally paid off when we received the good news.
Benjamin
Fheng
recalls
before
the
performance, “We came to school at 6 a.m. to
practise, change up and put on make-up. We
travelled to the Republic Polytechnic Cultural
Centre with butterflies in our stomachs, and
sneaking in practices up to the last minute.”
The achievement was a dream come true,
and for the guitarists the most memorable
part was the friendships they formed through
sharing the love for music. Benjamin reflected,
“I believe each of us will carry a piece of the
music they played with them forever.”
The ensemble wishes to thank Mr Thomas Liauw (instructor), Ms Low Wanyi, Mr Zheng Shaoxuan and Ms Mohana Rani (teachers)
for taking them through this musical journey to distinction.
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The Project Work
Department
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VISIT TO BREADTALK
Mr Chung Wee Seng
Project Work Department

The architecture of BreadTalk IHQ

PW STs exploring BreadTalk IHQ

On 27 April 2015, 23 Project Work (PW) Supervising Tutors (STs) went on a Learning Journey to BreadTalk IHQ, the
headquarters of the BreadTalk group of companies, with the objective of learning more about the innovative practices of
BreadTalk group.
Upon arriving at the company’s premises, we were immediately struck by how the façade of BreadTalk IHQ resembled the
many delicate textural layers of a pastry. Equally impressive was how the internal spaces of the building were designed
to stimulate the creative process—open areas which encouraged the easy flow of conversations and robust interaction
amongst co-workers. The presentation by BreadTalk representatives gave us insights to their company culture and the
premium they place on innovation. They also conducted an engaging discussion of the lessons learnt from their expansion
and product innovation in Singapore and other countries, such as China and Indonesia.
The experience of this visit was captured in beautiful posters created by the PW STs, and we even had the opportunity
of sharing some of the learning points gleaned from this visit to BreadTalk IHQ with our colleagues during a Professional
Development session.

(clockwise)
A poster
created by PW
STs; Listening
attentively
to the
presentation;
Sharing by PW
STs on their
learning
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Girls’
Football
TRIP

By Jean Kimberly Gan (14S06)

On the first weekend of the March
holidays, the SAJC Girls’ Football team
embarked on a training trip to Kuala
Lumpur (KL). Besides the forging of
closer bonds among the players, the
trip also helped to improve the players’
skills as they played against some
quality teams and acquired a greater
understanding of another nation’s
culture.

DAY 1

On 13th March 2015, after a 7-hour busride to KL, we arrived at the Holiday Inn
at about 8 p.m. After checking in, we
unpacked and had an early night, since
there was an early training session and
a friendly match the following day.

DAY 2

We had a training session in the
morning to prepare for the game later.
We kicked off the game at 4 p.m. at the
KL Sports School. After the exciting
and competitive game in which each
player gave her best, we had the opportunity to mingle and interact with the girls from the sports school. We gained
insights into the sporting culture in Malaysia, and also learnt more about their lives as athletes who would potentially be
representing their country in the future.
We then visited one of the most frequented malls in KL, the Berjaya Times Square, where we had two hours of free time
to explore on our own. We returned to the hotel, tired and sun-burnt. We washed up and had a team review session. We
plotted the strategy we were going to adopt when we prepared for the ‘A’ divisions competition in April. The team talks
were productive as we discussed the strengths and weaknesses of all our team mates and how we could support each other
on the field. We also planned our tactics for the following day’s game.

DAY 3

We played the International School of KL the
next day. The girls fought hard and managed
to keep their more experienced and skillful
players at bay. Our goalkeeper, Seow Yu Hui,
did us proud by pulling off some spectacular
saves.
On 15th March at 2.0 p.m. we made our way
back to Singapore. All in all, this trip certainly
helped us to bond as a team and we acquired
valuable skills and experience.
We would like to thank our coach, Ms Yeong
Sheau Shyan, and our teachers, Mr Darren
Chin and Ms Jesslyn Tham, for joining us on
this trip, imparting valuable footballing skills
and for ensuring our safety and well-being.
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Basketball Boys & Girls
MALAYSIA TRAINING TOUR
13-15 MARCH 2015

The Basketball Boys and Girls
teams embarked on a three day
two night training tour in Malaysia,
to play against two teams: the
Bukit Siput Basketball Club in Johor
and the basketball club of Yok
Bin Secondary School, a school in
Malacca.

Against Yok Bin Sec School
#35 Ying Qi takes a jump shot

Boys Team selfie with Mr Khoo
Hwa Pang

Against Yok Bin Sec School #4
Kentley Pai goes for the lay-up

Against Yok Bin Sec School,
#5 Seraphina focuses on her
pair of free throws

Against Siput Club, #9 Koh Yong Zhi focuses on
the game-winning free throw

In the first match, the boys won by
a mere one point (65-64) against
the Bukit Siput Basketball Club in
a nerve-wrecking encounter. The
girls lost their match to the Club
but were able to learn much from
the more experienced Bukit Siput
team. In the match against Yok Bin
Secondary School, the Girls team
won 44-21. The Boys team also
won, 59-57, again with a very close
margin of two points.
The Boys Team won both matches
against the Malaysian teams, while
the Girls Team emerged victorious
in one. However, although winning
might have been satisfying for the
teams, the greatest reward the
teams derived was the camaraderie
formed between every member
of the teams. The trip provided a
wonderful opportunity to increase
our understanding of one another,
and to form great memories,
and we are extremely thankful
to the teachers, Mr Khoo Hwa
Pang, Mr Stanley Ong and Mdm
Wong Weishan for giving us this
opportunity.

The Basketball Boys and Girls Teams

9

10 IOTA: A Publication of St Andrew’s Junior College

SAJC Environment Club:

By Edric Wong (15A02)

OUR ACTIVITIES IN THE FIRST SEMESTER
Being in the Environment Club allows us to
spread an appreciation of the environment in
Singaporeans, and it gives us opportunities to
collaborate with agencies in the course of our
work, particularly the National Environmental
Agency. The events featured below were just two
which we found particularly rewarding.
A group of us participated in World Water Day, on
21 March this year. We entered a walkathon along
the scenic Kallang Basin, and explored the various
water-saving initiatives of other companies held
at the Singapore Sports Hub. It is particularly
worthwhile to see first-hand how Singapore
treasures water as an important resource, and note
the lengths the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew went through
to clean up Singapore’s waters in the 1980s, as
highlighted by the Guest of Honour Deputy Prime
Minister Teo Chee Hean. In understanding how
companies utilise technology to save and preserve
water, they all enable us to appreciate how literally
in Singapore’s case as a small country, every drop
counts. The message of World Water Day bears
political relevance to Singapore too, given the
troubled history of Singapore’s water supplies
from Malaysia.
We also participated in two clean-up initiatives,
both of which were conducted along the Kallang
River outside the college. The first was internally
conducted on 22 April, but the second on 3 May
was done under a nationwide “Operation We Clean
Up” campaign. While we did pick up conventional
litter such as cigarette butts, we did encounter a
few strange items like glass shards and even a box
of gravy! Nevertheless, the clean-up initiatives have
reminded us not to take Singapore’s cleanliness
for granted, as it involves renewed commitment in
not only cleaning up Singapore, but also binning
our litter properly each time.
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By Tee Jian Hong
(Class of 2014), on the
extreme right, now an
undergraduate at NTU

The Singapore I Know
REFLECTIONS OF A SAINT ON
SINGAPORE, HIS HOME AWAY
FROM HOME
Welcome to the Lion City
2010 was the year a small town boy from across the Straits
first set foot in Singapore. Yes, I was that small town boy,
and there to greet me on my first day in Singapore was a
view of towering buildings that sprung magnificently from
lush greenery and busy roads. Daylight afforded the scene
of bustling streets, where trains and people travelled across
the island in a complex network. At night, tireless joggers
ran along brightly lit park connectors while others enjoyed a
simple drink at the neighbourhood coffee shops.
In my time in St Andrew’s Secondary School, I would spend
nights burning the midnight oil, to ensure that I could keep
up with my peers. It was stressful, but eventually, I graduated
with good ‘O’ Level results and went on to study at St
Andrew’s Junior College.

Small Island, Big Idea
Oftentimes I wondered: Is there more to Singapore than
studies and work? As I spent the next two years at St
Andrew’s Hall, it became apparent to me that working hard
was the basis of success in the fiercely meritocratic society
in Singapore, and this solid work ethic was very much
Singapore’s strength. This was just one of many facets of
Singapore life that I found intriguing, and in fact, wholly
inspiring.
What also inspired me was the big-picture goals of
Singaporeans, for it was not uncommon to see leaders
making unpopular decisions with the conviction that it
would benefit more people in the long term. Another

source of inspiration was the sight of people from diverse
backgrounds living alongside each other peacefully
regardless of race, language or religion.
What seem like textbook ideals for others are real life for
Singaporeans, and evident in what we see around us. In
all neighbourhoods around Singapore, we can observe
different races living together and worshipping freely. In
school, students are rewarded based on their merits and not
their socio-economic backgrounds. In the heart of the city,
we are able to take a deep breath by the Singapore River
and fill our lungs with fresh air—the outcome of visionary
urban planning and astute green policies. Who could have
imagined that just 50 years ago, things were quite different?

So, What Do You See?
When the forefathers of Singapore voyaged to Nanyang
(the “Southern Seas” in Chinese terminology) for work and
trade, they saw the island as nothing more than a place
to make a fortune, after which they would happily return
to their families. I believe it had never crossed their minds
that many of them would eventually stay on because they
had found something much more valuable than wealth and
opportunities in Singapore – a home.
As Singapore celebrates its 50th year of nationhood this
year, I urge all Singaporeans to reflect on the values and
beliefs which you hold dear to before going forward. Use
them as the guiding star for your future, just like what your
pioneer generation has done. Here’s wishing Singapore a
happy golden jubilee and 50 more good years to come!
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REFLECTIONS OF A

Saint Studying Abroad

Ray Sebastian Tan was from the class of 2012 at St Andrew’s
Junior College where he was part of the 35th Student Council
and Guitar Ensemble. He is now reading Physics in Trinity
College, Oxford University.
1. What are some of the highlights of your education
experience in Oxford so far?
The best part of Oxford education is to be able to engage in
a debate with one’s tutors, who are world-famous experts in
their fields, regarding one’s own field of study. Tutorial sessions
do not merely serve as mundane performance reviews of
your latest work, but actively provide a dynamic platform to
learning beyond the university syllabus. In addition, everyone
here is truly enthusiastic about their respective fields of study
that one cannot help but diffuse their newfound knowledge
to others over a glass of wine and a platter of cheese. I owe it
to my ancient historian and mathematician friends in learning
about the different Latin noun declensions and various
topological spaces alongside their applications in theoretical
physics.
What is even more fulfilling is the non-academic life. The social
life of the college is really ‘happening,’ with monthly costume
parties and fancy but affordable dinners. For those who are
into popular sports, rowing for college is certainly an option
to be considered. As for myself, I do a lot of punching, kicking,
jumping and running (kickboxing and parkour). On a related
note, as is true of many universities, I live and commune
together with everyone else in my year. I simply cannot
emphasise enough the important role that social life plays in
contributing to the overall Oxford university experience.
2. How did SAJC prepare you for varsity education? What
do you miss most about SAJC?
What I value the most from my time in SAJC is none other
than the so-called ‘school spirit’ in which we so often take
pride. This extends beyond the explosive singing of the college
hymn or the war-cry-like cheering during the ‘A’ Division sports
competitions – it is that one ineffable force that glues together
teachers and students across the different generations. I
can proudly say that I would never have been able to enjoy
my present state, be it not for the teachers who helped
me both academically and non-academically: late-evening
consultations on macroeconomics, out-of-class discussions
on the prospects of reading physics as a university degree,
amicable edifications on
my moral faculty and even
impromptu conversations
as friends. They have
helped me so much in
terms of preparing me for
my independent studies
in university and shaping
my interests in various
academic fields – I can still
imagine other ‘me’s in the
infinite multiverse reading
all kinds of academic
subjects in university.

As for the student body, there is nothing quite like the word
‘Saints’ that would just fill me with an instantaneous burst of
sentimentality and gratitude. Many of the pleasant memories
in my life were made during my time in SAJC, just going
through life together with fellow classmates, councillors or
even other fellow Saints whom I befriended, not as much
through mutual acquaintances or interests as through random
cordial encounters in the ‘School cafe’. Even though I now live
some ten thousand miles away, my best friends in life are the
ones whom I met in SAJC; I think the same can be said with
other alumni. I still try to visit Singapore each year just to
catch up with friends and even former teachers.
3. What is one motto you live by?
I do quite like Liverpool FC’s signature line about which we all
know very well: ‘You’ll never walk alone’. I, however, interpret
this in a slightly unorthodox fashion – I like to think of the line
as a reminder that our decisions, actions and even thoughts
can inevitably affect others around us, i.e. we can never isolate
our lives from the ones around us. Simply put: It is important
to be mindful of others and to respect others. In the grander
scheme of things, if you can find it in your heart, celebrate
humanity by bestowing it your acts of service, no matter how
small. If not, simply learn to say ‘thank you’ when someone
clears your plate.
4. What would you say to encourage or inspire
your juniors?
I would like to encourage the current students to reflect on two
concepts, namely meritocracy and social class. While this is not
an exhaustive technical discussion on topics that are covered
by your GP tutors, there are three very important lessons that
we can draw from them. Firstly, ‘you reap what you sow’ – there
is no shortcut to success. Secondly, the higher your ambition,
the higher you can bring yourself to fly. Thirdly, and perhaps
most importantly, you are never entitled to anything – no
matter where you will have come in life, always engrave it in
your heart that all there ever is are but blessings and privilege.
Take not any credit in your own undertaking, boast not in
your own merits;
when you look up,
think not of others’
pleasures in jealousy
and
entitlement,
and when you look
down, realize that
others’ pains call
for your gratitude
and vocation. As
the ‘A’ Levels are
nearing for some
of you, I encourage
you to not disregard
the merit of hard
work, to aim higher
than you have ever
reached
and
to
support one another
in finishing together.
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