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RELEASE OF THE ‘A’ LEVEL RESULTS

JC1

ORIENTATION 2014

Imagine a world where time is the currency, where the rich can live forever and
the poor die young. What lengths would you go to for more time?
Orientation 2014: Kairos told a story of an unlikely team formed of
a shrewd tactician, an elusive thief, an aggressive revolutionist,
a fun-loving hacker and a ruthless assassin. The five embarked
on a quest to break into the legendary Time Vault, which was
said to contain unlimited time.

Vibrant and engaging, the exhilarating six-day mission of
Orientation 2014: Kairos was packed with a variety of fun-filled
activities for our new Saints. Here are some of the magical
moments of this unforgettable initiation of the JC1s into the
Saints family…
The adventure of Orientation 2014: Kairos began with the five
Sector Leaders – Stratios, Asteria, Ixion, Naverix and Thanatos –
rallying their respective sectors for support for their expedition
to the Time Vault. This was followed by rounds of competitive
stations games, which proved effective in breaking the ice
amongst our new Saints, and new faces soon became familiar.
By the end of the day, Orientation 2014: Kairos was abuzz with
excitement.
Days Two and Three saw two new programmes that were
specially designed to heighten the Orientation experience for
our incoming Saints, to enhance bonds formed not just with the
Orientation Groups (OG), but also to the College. “Challenge
It” tasked our JC1s with the challenge of breaking records as
an OG, while “SAVenture” aimed to provide an insight into the
life of a Saint and SA culture through fun and creative game
ideas.

With the next two days being set aside for wet games and
Code Raid, the tail end of Orientation 2014: Kairos was held at
Sentosa, where the programme was met with excitement by
our JC1s. Be it the added element of water, or the experience
of being in a new environment, our new Saints quickly cast their
inhibitions aside and played in the sun and water with youthful
spontaneity.
Five days of fun culminated in a high note for Orientation 2014:
Kairos. As part of the grand finale, and in celebration of the
many newfound friendships, our Saints belted out a heartfelt
rendition of the song, “Mark of a Saint”. And, of course, no SA
event would be complete without our famous mass dance,
“Shake It” at the end.

Kairos, Greek for “the opportune moment”, taught our new
JC1s to grab hold of all opportunities presented to them, seizing
each and every moment, and making the most of the time
that they have. Orientation 2014 demonstrated not only the
warm, welcoming environment of SAJC, but truly also marked
that momentous juncture when strangers become friends, and
friends become ‘One Family Unbroken’.
Kairos – an opportune moment. A fresh beginning. A unique
experience. A new family.

By Wu Nien Ting (13S11)
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After a three-month hiatus, our
Saints from the class of 2013 returned
to St Andrew’s Junior College,
eager to receive their results. It was
heartwarming seeing them exchange
words of encouragement with each
other before the results were released,
sharing in nervous excitement but
basking in the bonds of old friendships.
The programme started promptly at
2pm in the school hall, the atmosphere
palpably thick with suspense. After the
warm welcome speech from Mrs Lee,
our Principal, the Saints broke into
thunderous applause upon learning
the various subjects that the cohort had
excelled in at the ‘A’ Levels. Ms Neo,
our Deputy Principal, then announced
the top scorers from the cohort, once
again to deafening applause and
unbridled cheers. The school not only
congratulated those with achieved
excellent academic results at the ‘A’
Levels, but also student leaders who
demonstrated all-roundedness in their
stellar performance and contributions
to the school and community. These
individuals exemplified the College’s
core value of servant leadership, as
well as the admirable ability to strike
a delicate balance between their
studies and co-curricular activities.
After celebrating the successes of
our top scorers and student leaders,
the
senior Saints proceeded to
receive their results from their Civics
Tutors. While some looked tense and
apprehensive, their faces lit up upon
seeing their grades. Their smiles of relief
and satisfaction marked the close of
a chapter of their lives at SAJC, and
the beginning of new horizons to chart
ahead.

Gurveer Singh

IOTA PUBLICATIONS
BRINGS
YOU EXCLUSIVE
STUDYING STRATEGIES
AND TIPS FROM
OUR SOME OF TOP
SCORERS AND
STUDENT LEADERS.

(12S18)
The Captain of the SAJC Rugby Team
shared the importance of staying
motivated throughout his JC journey.
Watching motivational videos online
allowed Gurveer to stay focused and
driven towards achieving excellent
results. In addition, having to balance
the responsibility of being the Rugby
Captain, maintaining good grades as
well as having a social life undoubtedly
would not be an easy task – but Gurveer
successfully did so, emphasising on the
need to prioritise. Removing distractions
that took up time for studying, Gurveer
shared that he had to sacrifice much
of his social interaction time, but it
was worth it in the end. An aspiring
medical school student, Gurveer looks
forward to preparing for University after
National Service. “Also, a bit of rugby in
between!” He cheerfully adds.

Nathaniel Loh
(12A07)

The President of the 36th Student Council
shared that the key to academic success
is to diligently stamp out procrastination,
so as to avoid accumulating a backlog
of work that will inevitably lead to higher
stress levels. He also emphasised the
importance of sacrificing the lesser things
for the greater things, and discerning the
difference between what one wants and
what one needs. A final tip which he shared
was taking responsibility for one’s own
health, which included eating well and
not staying up too late, important habits
that would provide the necessary energy
to keep up with the rigours of school.

By Phan Hoang Vu (13A08)
and Nguyen Thuy Anh (13S18)
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Kiwi Cup 2014
Underdogs
Saints Triumph
Once Again

14 TH HOUSE COUNCIL SERVICE LEARNING:

Lending a Helping Hand…
On 16 November 2013, the St Andrew’s 14th House Council embarked on a Service Learning Project at the St Andrew’s Autism
School (SAAS) Family Day 2013. SAAS is part of St Andrew’s Autism Centre (SAAC), which aims to integrate people with Autism
Spectrum Disorder into society so that they can be fully accepted by others.
This year’s Family Day included a family-themed carnival and a graduation ceremony for the graduating students of SAAS.
The carnival was held to provide a platform for the children with autism and their families to interact with each other and to
have fun at the school. Besides printing banners and posters leading up to the event, we also helped to man various booths
on the actual day, including the inflatable castle and cupcake-making booths, while interacting with the children with autism.
Initially, we were apprehensive of how we could contribute to the Family Day as we had no prior experience with children
with autism. However, after an Orientation Programme and with the help of the friendly SAAC staff, with whom we worked
with closely during the carnival, our mindsets began to shift. As children with autism tend to be looked at differently and even
discriminated against, we grew to step out from our comfort zone to engage with the children and embrace them wholly.
We have also learnt many new invaluable lessons through this first-hand experience with these children.

St Andrew’s Junior College came from behind to grind out a
highly dramatic hard-earned victory against perennial rival
Raffles Institution by 8-5 in the 2014 Kiwi Cup.
Raffles Institution key player Ho Yi Shu opened the scoring after
some ill-judged defence-work by St Andrew’s. St Andrew’s
conceded a penalty for being offside at the ruck and after
some quick play, Yi Shu eventually received the ball and used
his signature right-hand hand-off to evade tackles and race
down the left touchline to score in the corner.
However, the Saints refused to be daunted and pressed on
through the match. Their hard work paid off not long after
conceding as Qushyrie of St Andrew’s Secondary School, who
was fortuitously close to the line, dove for a well-deserved team
try.
The first half ended with the score tied 5-5, but the stalemate
did not last long as Vivyan Philip scored for the Saints with a
crucial early Second Half penalty to lead 8-5.

On the surface, Raffles boasted the physical size, strength, skill
and experience that the Saints lacked. St Andrew’s were the
clear underdogs with the majority of the team coming from
the Secondary 4 and 5 levels. They had only about a month to
coalesce as a team and prepare for the Kiwi Cup, while Raffles
took the field with the same team who emerged runners-up in
the 2013 A-Division Police Cup. However, Captain Samuel Koh
and Vice-Captain Kelvin Yau showed that the Saints were no
pushovers and that the flame of St Andrew’s rugby spirit burned
brightly.
The second half of the match was thus keenly fought; both sides
threw everything they had at each other. Hard pressed, Raffles
could not turn many good opportunities to their advantage,
and the Saints defiantly retained their lead to emerge victorious
at the end of the match, to the elated cheers of the eagerly
watching crowd. Up and On!
By Kon Fu Yuan (13A08)

“During the event, we gained
greater insight on some of the
challenges that children with
autism and their families face,
many of which we would never
have been able to imagine or
understand. Our views on these
children have changed and we
realised that they need greater
care and patience. We have a
duty to treat them equally and not
discriminate against them.”
“I realised that people with
autism are actually very shy and
unaware of their surroundings.
They are not as unpredictable
as I thought they would be.
They can in fact be very funloving and cheerful!”
“People with autism have their
unique way of thinking, just like
each one of us. Our assumptions
of them being ‘intellectually
challenged’ are all simply
unfounded as they are definitely
brilliant in their own way!”
The Service Learning Project has enabled us to understand the lives of children with autism and gave us a chance to be part
of their lives for a day. This opportunity was truly an eye-opener for many of us and we learnt that these children are gifts from
God who need extra care and love.

By Leena Farhath (13A04)
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Citi-YMCA Youth For Causes (YFC) is a community initiative by Citibank
and the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) of Singapore which
allows youths to raise funds to benefit Voluntary Welfare Organizations
(VWOs) of their choice.
A team from Saints Advocate (Team CORE) participated in this
initiative to benefit the Lions Club of Goodwood Singapore, a VWO
supporting the Lions Home for the Elders.

REFLECTIONS ON FRIENDSHIP WEEK 2014

It’s the Heart that Matters
I was very glad to have been part of the team that ensured a
smooth and successful Friendship Week, which ended on a high
note through the Senior-Junior Picnic. The participants involved
grew much in the process and I hope that the lessons learnt this
year will make next year’s event even more successful.

Taking on this YFC initiative was akin to embarking on a collective
journey of perseverance for all of us CORE members, where we
had to remain cheerful and undaunted in the face of setbacks to
our project. We faced from the start the disappointment of rejected
proposals, but eventually came up with one that would lead us to
selling ‘ice gems’ (traditional biscuits with colourful icings) as well
as light-sticks. Then, we encountered difficulties in finding sponsors,
which were crucial in lowering our costs so that we could raise more
money for the Lions Home. Yet, we persevered by sending in two
more sponsorship letters that eventually managed to convince our
sponsor. Throughout this process, we grew to harness the strengths of
each and every member, learning how to work together in spite of
our differences and, most importantly, how to encourage each other
during challenging times.
All in all, we raised around $8500 for our beneficiary. It was a
great experience for all of us as we learnt much and grew during
this journey, including gaining a renewed passion for serving the
community. Although we faced many setbacks along the way, we
pressed on and were able to enjoy the fruit of our perseverance as
representatives from the Saints Family. Up and On!
By Ang Wei Qi Denise Mae (13S24)

Communication:
As different tasks were
delegated to different
individuals, it was only through
effective communication that
Posters:
we were able to share our
Formerly a novice to
ideas clearly. While this was
Photoshop, it was through
an area that our taskforce
Friendship Week that I learnt
lacked at the start, we soon
how to consider the myriad
grew to realise how important
details involved in creating
it was to communicate our
a eye-catching poster—the
background, font, colour and expectations clearly so as to
the need for a clear message. make the entire preparation
process a less time-consuming
From this experience, I learnt
that a keen aesthetic eye and one.
tech-savviness are necessary
to create captivating
posters which are crucial
to successfully publicising a
large-scale event.

Perseverance:

Friendship:

Nearing Friendship Week,
the taskforce, together with
other Saints Advocates,
stayed in school until 10 pm
every night to prepare for
the activities. That period
was really hectic—the late
dinners, struggles to keep up
with mounting homework
and prolonged fatigue took
an emotional toll on us.
However, as we kept the goal
in mind, we managed to
persevere and see our plans
come to fruition. Without
perseverance, we would
have given up, but we are
glad we pressed on in spite of
the challenges and setbacks.

As we were advocating and
spreading the meaning of
friendship, we were actually
very fortunate to have our
friends who came alongside
to cheer us on and even
share the workload with
us. When friends like Bona
and Vincent stayed back
every day to help us draw
and paint (even though this
was not their task), I was
touched and encouraged.
The unity among the 4th
Saints Advocates was truly
manifested throughout this
Friendship Week–from the
long weeks of preparation to
the actual event.

Friendship Week 2014 was one of the highlights of Term 1 for Saints Advocates like myself who helped to organise the event.
While the whole journey itself was challenging, I gleaned from it many lessons that made the event particularly meaningful.
By Do Khanh Vy (13S17)
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OCIP Trip

OCIP TRIPS

Many people I know treat Overseas Community Involvement
Programmes (OCIP) as a quick-fix alternative to personal
parenting. “Are you materialistic? Are you pampered? Do you
waste your food? ” OCIP seems to be created to open your
eyes and make you curb your hedonism. It looks like a futile
gesture, because fourteen days seems really too brief to give
someone some kind of moral makeover. So for what purpose is
OCIP, then?
When we left Singapore, we thought that it was to help people:
to construct toilets, paint a mural for an orphanage, distribute
food to the needy – everything we had on our itinerary. But
when we arrived in Baray and Cambodia, we were soon given
life lessons we did not expect to find. Whether running around
chasing children or breaking your back shovelling cement,
you are confronted with your own personal goals and values
– experiences that make you think and put everything into
perspective for you.

Time and time again it reminded me of the importance
of ‘the small things’ that we do. Because of their seeming
insignificance, our little gestures and acts are often sidelined
and ignored. But I learnt the reality of Mother Theresa’s maxim,
of doing small things with great love.
After all, doing small things with love, such as erecting a wall,
cements not merely the bricks of a building but the friendships
forged too. Doing small things with love, such as giving food,
offers hope; painting murals, paints dreams – all of which
go beyond the good remarks in one’s School Graduation
Certificate (SGC). Life’s lessons are found in going beyond mere
acts; they are found in giving others your time. Help the less
fortunate with all your mind and your strength when scooping
rice or washing plates. They are beautiful acts in themselves
but it is the simple offering of your best effort for others that
makes life itself all the more worthwhile.

22 November 2013 marked the beginning of the Vietnam Overseas
Community Involvement Programme (OCIP) 2013, for which eighteen
like-minded and passionate SAJC students departed urban Singapore
for rural Gia Bac, a village in the Central Highlands of Vietnam.
In the two weeks we spent there, we participated in diverse activities
such as teaching, construction and coffee harvesting. We learnt
much from all of them. Through daily debrief and reflection sessions,
we were challenged to think beyond the surface-level, to ponder
deeper on why we actually joined OCIP.
I realised that OCIP is not merely about offering our services, or even
about our own learning. Through our interactions with local volunteers,
we were really there to provide the locals with choices they did not
have before: to break the cycle with higher education and so escape
the vicious cycle of the status quo which traps them in poverty.
Despite the language barrier, our team found immense joy in
interacting with the children in Gia Bac. Their passion and delight for
learning really inspired us, and their smiles warmed our hearts and
simply made us want to do more for them. The many challenges that
we faced brought us even closer together as a team.
It was only by going through hardship that we truly learnt the values
of teamwork and service learning, and OCIP became truly a lifechanging experience. As St Francis of Assisi observed, “For it is in giving
that we receive,” we found that we had learnt more than we taught
and received more than we gave.
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By Ivan Lim (13S13)
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By Julia Tan (13S28)

St Andrew’s Hall

Doing Good & Sharing

“And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for which such sacrifices God is pleased.”
-- Hebrews 13:16.

Pharmacy Camp
The greatest take-away for me from the Xperience Pharmacy Camp
was being able to truly appreciate what pharmacy is all about. Initially,
most of us entered with a mindset that a pharmacist’s work involves
merely sitting behind a counter, dispensing medicine. To address this
and other misconceptions about pharmacy, the camp was aimed at
giving participants insights into pharmacy as a course and as a career.

As part of a new St Andrew’s Hall initiative to give back to the
community, our Hall Saints partnered up with St.John’s Home
for the Elderly, in the hopes of inculcating amongst the Saints a
sense of service towards others as well as greater passion and
participation in community work.

the Saints for their visit. She shared: “It dawned upon me then
that beneath the fragile facade of this elderly man, who has
not had a single visitor in his thirteen-year stay, was a dynamic
youthfulness that lay dormant because of the neglect he had
endured over the years.”

Over the Chinese New Year period this year, fifty SA Hall staff and
students visited St John’s Home, eager to bring some cheer to
the residents of the home. Our Saints came armed with goodie
bags and a specially designed programme, where they were
given the opportunity to interact with the elderly, and even
put up a performance for the residents of the home. It was a
memorable afternoon, filled with many hearty conversations
and much laughter.

Dalis added that one of the ways in which the younger
generation can start giving back to the community is by first
being compassionate to the needs of the less fortunate. “Be
it a small donation, or giving a bit of your time to help improve
the lives of others; a little act of kindness can go a long way,”
Dalis noted.

Chan Dalis, a Secondary Three St Andrew’s Hall resident,
recounted how the encounter would always hold a special
place in her heart as it was her first time visiting a home for the
elderly. She found the experience of interacting with elderly
residents and learning more about their lives a truly eyeopening experience. In fact, she found herself deeply touched
when one of the residents she had conversed with performed a
beautiful rendition of the song, “You Are My Sunshine” to thank

The talks and dialogue session held by the professors provided us with
useful information such as the modules which would be taught at NUS,
the course admission criteria, and the wide array of career options in
Pharmacy. We learnt that career opportunities are not confined to
healthcare; for instance, one can become a pharmacy entrepreneur
or be involved in pharmaceutical manufacturing.

Her thoughts were echoed by Yin Mingze, another Secondary
Three Hall resident:
“I believe I speak for many others when I say that I would love
the opportunity to visit the residents of St John’s Home again.
What matters is not how large your actions are, but rather, your
attitude towards the things you undertake. If we do the things
that we do out of love, it would truly make our world a better
place.”

Not only was the camp informative, it was also enriching. We experienced
a two-day laboratory session in which we prepared different drugs that
are prescribed to patients in clinics. This is a new experience for most
of us: we were given the opportunity to experience what the first year
undergraduates do in their practical tests. We were also taught the basic
skills that are required when prescribing medicine, such as making labels
(auxiliary labels and main labels) correctly for the respective drugs,
learning the active and non-active ingredients of the drugs we made,
and writing prescriptions. Our group leaders were very patient in guiding
us through the workshops, and live demonstrations were conducted to
help us better understand the work.
Nonetheless, the night games were the most interesting segment of the
camp for me. The themes for the games were based on Pharmacy,
which were meant to have us apply the lessons learnt from the camp.
In the midst of having fun, we realised that the games went beyond
the academic components but also illustrated the importance of
teamwork. Again, our group leaders put in immense effort in making the
night games both so enjoyable and educational for us.
In short, the three-day-two-night experience in NUS was truly an eyeopener, as we got to go through various experiences that went beyond
what classroom teaching could bring.
By Priscilla Peh (13S15)
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By St Andrew’s Hall Saints

Yellow Box Act
Last year in October 2013, Environment Club attended the annual national Clean and Green Week
launch ceremony and carnival, located beside NEX. They set up a booth and enjoyed the opportunity
to promote energy conservation habits to the public, using simple, convenient ways that they can use
to reduce energy consumption. The Environment Club members also handed out brochures on watersaving habits, and distributed flyers to encourage recycling old hand phones in a joint project between
Nokia and SAJC. Not only did the Environment Club facilitate green-consciousness in others, they also
discovered new environmentally-friendly habits themselves from the other booths at the event.
The Environment Club also took part in the “Living ARRRt Urban Waste (Sculpture) Competition 2013”
where they were tasked to create a sculpture showcasing the dire circumstance of global warming but
restricted to using only recyclable materials. The club used its creativity and innovation to craft a sculpture
of a polar bear perched atop a lone iceberg on top of a globe that is melting. This was to warn the
audience that global warming is an alarming issue and we should take action about it. If not, we might
end up like the polar bear. To the Saints’ delighted surprise, the sculpture made it to the finalist stage for
the Tertiary Award. This sculpture was also displayed in ITE West during the Clean and Green Week.
Through these varied experiences, the members learnt a lot about the environment and relished the
chance to reach out to society to help make a change; they now look forward eagerly to future
opportunities to do so again.
By Karenza Anne Mosquera (13S24)
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In January and February 2014, the Saints Family had the opportunity to embody one of the College’s core missions of being
a Community Builder by participating in two events under the “Saints with a Heart” Programme. They were the JC2 CNY
Hamper Wrapping Competition, whose beneficiary was Fei Yue Community Services, and the Staff Community Involvement
Project (CIP), a goodie-bag packing session for needy families under the care of Metropolitan YMCA. For the Staff CIP, our
teachers took it upon themselves to donate a total amount of $2600 for the purchase of food items, and some volunteered
their time to deliver and distribute the goodie bags to the needy families for a day. The students and staff found the CIP to
be a meaningful and fulfilling experience as they were able to interact with the elderly and make a difference to their lives.
The students also learnt that although Singapore is a developed country, the gap between the rich and the poor is a growing
problem that is impossible to ignore. We should thus adopt an active approach in assisting the underprivileged members of
our community, bringing out our College values of thanksgiving and empathy.

GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO

Hong Kong

Hong Kong International Airport welcomed 28 blank faces after
a red-eye flight; then a free breakfast was mentioned and we
started functioning again. The news inspired in us indescribable
joy, and so started our Geography Trip.
We had thought Hong Kong would be immaculate like
Singapore, when we visited tourist locations like The Peak, the
CBD and geology museums to complete our fieldwork. As
we saw more, however, our impressions changed. Choi Hung
Estate’s housing was squalid and buildings were old. Tourists
rarely came to see this estate, because it was so unrestored.
There was no mention of the estate in tourist guidebooks.
However, the people living there opened our eyes and touched
our hearts with their tenacity and contentedness.
The Dragon’s Back hike (what the Lonely Planet Travel Guide
called the “Best Hike in Hong Kong”) was the most tiring
three kilometres in our lives thus far. Most of the trek involved
traversing a metre-high wind-worn ridge of packed earth,
but every 200 metres or so we had to hike up a steep slope or
descend a crumbling 6 metre-high pile of dirt in the burning
sun. However, we were finally rewarded at the peak of the
ridge as it overlooked the vast ocean. We now understood
Lonely Planet’s praise.
We also bussed up a winding path to visit the Geopark,
where the largest hexagonal volcanic rock columns in Hong
Kong are found. From the Geopark’s highest point, the view
stretched northward for miles. Occasionally, the landscape
was punctuated by a slice of green where water had prevailed
against the rocky environment, but mostly the vista was a
masterpiece of beautifully formed rock against the sweeping
arc of an open sky. The next day, the Geopark even sent a
personal yacht for us to view unique rock formations.
Time flew by too quickly. We ate our last meal, on the quaint
and beautiful Tai-O Island, in pensive silence, reflecting on how,
in those five days, we had become so deeply enchanted by
Hong Kong’s charm.
By Hannah Hee Ning (13A01)
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LITERATURE
ENRICHMENT TRIP
TO LONDON
n 15 November 2013, a group of
twenty H1 and H2 Literature students
embarked on a ten-day enrichment trip
to London. This trip aimed to immerse us in
London’s rich history and culture, so as to
help us develop a deeper appreciation
of the concepts learnt in Literature and
General Paper. Certainly, after the trip, all of
us felt that we had personally engaged with
the topics and issues our tutors discussed in
class, and how those theoretical concepts
played out in real life.
While in London, we visited a variety of
places, from iconic religious sites such as
Westminster Abbey, to cultural enclaves
such as Brixton. For me, some of the most
memorable locations were the many
museums we visited, such as the Imperial
War Museum, the British Museum, and the
Charles Dickens Museum. It was this last
museum that helped to redefine my ideas
of what a museum is supposed to be.
Instead of being a set of rooms containing
various artefacts relating to Dickens’ life, it
was in fact in Dickens’ house, with the rooms
furnished exactly as they were in his time,
so that visitors could glean a better picture
of his life. The restoration of Dickens’ home
was so authentic that it felt as if a member
of Dickens’ household, or Dickens himself,
might enter at any moment. The other
museum that left a deep impression was
the Imperial War Museum. The Holocaust
exhibit occupied our thoughts for some
time afterwards, due to its comprehensive
depiction of the indignities and horrors the
Jews and other minority groups underwent
at the hands of the Nazis. One wall was
covered with the various laws implemented
to control the actions of the Jews. Arranged
in chronological order, there was barely

an inch of space between the lines.
Looking at how the rights of the Jews were
systematically stripped away was a chilling
experience. Another harrowing feature
of the exhibition included the glass cases
containing personal belongings of those
who died at the hands of the Nazis. From
the small plaques beside each of the cases,
I wondered if these people ever suspected
that these belongings—shoes, clothes,
letters—were all that would be left of them.
Overall, the exhibition was a stark reminder
of the danger of bigotry and prejudice, but
it was also an extraordinary depiction of the
courage and selflessness ordinary people
can display even in such bleak times.
Our trip was not confined to visiting museums.
On the seventh day of our trip, we visited
Gumley House Convent School for a cultural
exchange with the students there. The
Geography lesson I attended was structured
like a General Paper tutorial in Singapore,
where students discussed the benefits and
harms of globalisation. However, the session
was largely student-driven, with the students
engaging in debate with each other while
the teacher only provided guidance. This
was a change from the way classes are
conducted in Singapore, with the teacher
going through set tutorial questions while
the students listen and take notes. This new
format felt liberating as I could express
my opinions more, as well as understand
how the concepts learned in Geography
applied to the real world. As part of the
cultural exchange programme, we also had
the chance to share about the differences
in our ways of life. The students at Gumley
were amazed that we did not have Chinese
take-out in Singapore, while we were equally
surprised that they did have bubble tea in

London. From this cultural exchange, we
learnt that although Singapore and London
appeared to be very different, globalisation
meant that we could still connect with
our counterparts in London, be it through
common dishes, or through discussing
television shows, such as “The Vampire
Diaries”. Another memorable experience
was the writing workshop conducted by the
noted writer, Jacob Sam La Rose. As I had
very little experience writing short stories,
I struggled with his writing assignment - to
develop a story around a character we
had seen or met over our past two days in
London. However, Jacob’s encouragement
and advice on writing was helpful and by
the end of the workshop, almost all of us had
a story outline that could be developed into
a full story later on. The piece of advice that
I remember most strongly was his diagram
on how to order the events in a story: the
protagonist initially only needs to walk in
a straight line to reach his goal, but the
occurrences in a story would cause him to
be diverted from this path, until his eventual
journey resembles a zigzag line. I left the
workshop with a better understanding of how
to structure a story, as well as how important
it was to know my characters thoroughly, so
as to write a realistic story. Furthermore, I felt
more confident in communicating my voice
through fiction, where previously I thought I
could only do so in my essays.
Overall, the trip to London was truly an
enriching experience, as I also managed
to hone life skills, such as keeping myself
occupied without a smartphone, and
looking out for others.
By Rao Tejala Niketan (13A01)
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